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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Bishops Пагіоп of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and David of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic conducr the Memorial Service. 


' Kdmonton 
commemorates 
the Holodomor 


By Marco Levytsky 

An overflow crowd packed St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in 
Edmonton for the commemoration of the 75" Anniversary of the Ukrai- 
nian Famine-Genocide, Holodomor, organized by the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Edmonton Branch, Noy. 22. 

The commemoration was initially scheduled for City Hall, but the venue 
had to be changed due to structural damage. 

The commemoration included a Memorial Service conducted by both 
bishops, David Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Edmonton, and 
Пагіоп, Ukrainian Orthodox Eparch of Edmonton and Western Canada. 

They were assisted by clergy from both denominations. 

“The greatest fear that those who perished had 75 years ago was the 
fear that the world would never know how and why they died, nor care. 
And through events like this one here today, and events around the world 
including the one in Kyiv today... we can guarantee that that greatest fear 
will never come to reality,” said Andriy Semotiuk, guest speaker at the 
program which followed the Memorial Service. 

Semotiuk, a lawyer who serves both in Edmonton and Los Angeles, plead 
the case for recognizing the Holodomor as genocide, citing two experts. 

The first was Raphael Lemkin, a Jewish lawyer from Lviv, who lived 
there while the city was under Pol- 
ish rule, and the internationally rec- 
ognized father of the U.N. Conven- 
tion on genocide. 

Lemkin argues that there was a 
genocide in Ukraine because of four 
conditions for genocide: 

The Kremlin first liquidated the 
intelligentsia who were the brain of 
the Ukrainian nation; 

* The Soviets then liquidated the 
Ukrainian clergy who were the soul 
of the Ukrainian people; 

* Then liquidated the peasants 
who were the retainers of the cul- 
ture, traditions and language of the 
nation; and 

« Finally colonized the country 
with Russians while deporting 
Ukrainians in order to Russify the 
country and thereby wipe the Ukrai- 
nian nation off the face of the 
earth.The second was Stanislaw 
Kulchytsky Ukraine’s leading his- 
torian on the Holodomor. 

His analysis is that in 1933 after 
Stalin set impossibly high goals for 
grain production soldiers entered the 
villages and requisitioned all grains 

Cont. on Page 16 
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Whirlwind blows through Jubilee 


A whirwind blew through the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium, Nov. 22, as the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
staged their ninth annual gala. Pictured Above: Hopak. For more, see Page 9 of this issue. 


Canada to apply law equally against 
Soviet war criminals, says Kenney 


(UkrNews)—Canada will apply 
the law against any Communist war 
criminals who entered the country 
illegally, says Jason Kenney, 
Canada’s new Minister of Citizen- 
ship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism. 

“Any war criminals who live in 
Canada and entered the country on 
fraudulent terms could be subject to 
action under Canadian law,” he said 
during a teleconference with mem- 
bers of the Ukrainian Canadian me- 
dia from Kyiv, Nov. 22. 

The teleconference was held in 
conjunction with Kenney’s visit to 
Ukraine Noy. 20-23 to commemo- 
rate the 75" Anniversary of the 
Holodomor. 

He was answering a question 
from Ukrainian News Editor Marco 
Levytsky who asked whether 
Canada will be taking any action “to 
bring any known Soviet war crimi- 
nals to justice?” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress has consistently called upon 
the government to bring all war 
criminals, including communist 
ones, to justice under the Criminal 


Code, as opposed to _ the 
denaturalisation and deportation 
process. 


In asking the question Levytsky 
referred to the Prague Declaration, 
which was adopted by leading 
Czech and other European Parlia- 
mentarians at the international con- 
ference on “European Conscience 
and Communism” in Prague. 

This Declaration denounced com- 
munist atrocities and demanded that 
communist crimes against human- 
ity be openly recognized and ac- 
corded the same moral approbation 
as those committed by the Nazis. 
The Prague Declaration states that 
many perpetrators of Communist 
crimes have not been brought to jus- 
tice yet, that many Communist par- 


ties have not apologized or atoned 
for Communist crimes and that mil- 
lions of victims of Communism are 
entitled to the same recognition and 
the same compensation as the vic- 


tims of Nazism. It also stresses that 
one fifth of mankind still suffers un- 
der hard living conditions imposed 
by different Communist dictator- 
ships. Cont. on Page 3 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF UKRAINE IN CANADA 
Bykivnia Memorial, the site where anywhere from 30,000 to 225. ,000 (esti- 
mates vary greatly) of Joseph Stalin’s victims are buried in а mass grave. 
Left to Right: Paul Grod, National President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress; Senator Raynell Andreychuk; Daniel Caron, Canada’s Ambas- 
sador to Ukraine; Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion; Dr. Ihor Ostash, Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada; Maria Szkambara, 
President of the World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations; 
Eugene Czolij, President of the Ukrainian World Congress. 
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"Uncle Nick" 


Your Friend in Real Estate 
Cell: 780.951.2263 


E-mail: nickc21 @connect.ab.ca 
www.unclenick.ca 


Говорю no українськи 


Taras Kichma 
Mortgage Specialist 


Available 24/7 


Cel: (780) 995-3426 

Tel: (780) 408-2196 
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taras.kichma@bmo.com 


Як я можу 
Вам допомогти? 


Thomas А. Lukaszuk, MLA 
Edmonton Castle Downs 
Constituency Office, 12120 - 161 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ T5X 5М8 

Phone 780 414-0705 Fax 780 414-0707 
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Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 430 Pembina Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2H8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 


Нова Рада Директорів СКУ 
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Засідання Ради Директорів СКУ 


(CKY)—8-9 листопада 2008 р. 
у приміщенні СКУ в Торонто від- 
булися перші наради новообраної 
Ради директорів Світового Конг- 
ресу Українців (СКУ), у яких взя- 
ли участь представники 3 Австра-- 
лії, Канади, США та Європи. 

Згідно з порядком нарад, було 
заслухано звіти членів Екзеку- 
тивного комітету - Евгена Чолія 
(президента), Ярослави Хортяні 
(1-го заступника президента), 
Марії Шкамбари (2-го заступника 
президента), Стефана Романіва 
(генерального секретаря), Тамари 
Денисенко (фінансового рефе- 
рента) i Богдана Пагути (ckap6— 
ника) - та представлено бюджет 
СКУ на 2009 рік. 

Під час засідання було 
одноголосно обрано голів рад і 
комісій СКУ, які представили 


LRT з центру міста до NAIT - усучаснення 


Осінь 2008 


Головні точки: 
105 Авеню (поміж 102 й 103 вулицями). 
+ Пряме получення з існуючою LRT: 
- Нове продовження приблизно 3 км 
за 18 хвилин 
* Зупинки при MacEwan, Royal Alexandra Hospital й NAIT. 
- Новий шлях різних форм ужитку з'єднуючи зупинки LRT. 


конструкцією нової вежі ЕРСОВ. Праця вже провадиться. 


з буджету 2009 року. 


25-го вересня 2008 p., Рада Міста Едмонтон затвердила концепцію плану служби LRT від зупинки 
Churchill до Технологічного Інстутуту Північної Альберти (NAIT). Ранні інженерські праці вже почалися. 


« Тунель приблизно 600 метрів довжини щоб получити І ЕТвід зупинки Churchill до вуличного рівня 


- Пасажирі будуть могли переїхати на тим самім сидженні від зупинки МАЇТдо Health Sciences 


- Рада Міста затвердила 45 мільйонів долярів на закінчення частини тунелю LRT сполученого 3 


+ Проект получення LRT з Центру міста до NAIT оцінюється на 825 мільйонів долярів (включаючи 
частину під вежею EPCOR). Рада міста розважує пропозицію фінансування решти проекту 


Коли багато було рішено через плянувальний процес, рання інженерська фаза проекту дає 

можливости для жителів тих округів брати участь в розвитку деталів проєкту зупинок LRT; подавати 
свої думки щодо вуличного руху та руху перехожих, пейзажів та візуальної інтеграції; та отримувати 
інформацію щодо плянів етапів конструкції, деталів безпеки та проєктів перехрещень. 


За дальшими інформаціями 
Відвідайте: 

Телефон: 780.496.4874 (залишіть записку в LRT Projects Message Centre) 
Е-пошта: Inprojects@edmonton.ca 
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плани роботи на 2009 рік: 

Комісія боротьби проти торгів-- 
лі людьми - Ірина Солтис (Кана-- 
да); Комісія допомоги українцям 
за кордоном - Юрій Чопик (Iena— 
нія); Комісія людських і грома- 
дянських прав - Юрій Даревич 
(Канада) Конференція українсь- 
ких молодечих організацій - Ми- 
рослав Гочак (Сербія); Міжнарод- 
ний координаційний комітет у 
справі Голодомору - Стефан Ро- 
манів (Австралія); Рада засобів 
масової інформації — Ірина Мицак 
(Канада); Рада Організації Об'єд- 
наних Націй - Аскольд Лозинсь- 
кий, колишній президент СКУ 
(США); Рада у справах культури 
- Анна Кісіль (Канада); Світова 
координаційна виховно-освітня 
рада — Оксана Винницька-Юсипо- 
вич (Україна); Світова наукова 
рада - Любомир Винар (США); 
Світова рада суспільної служби - 
Грина Ващук (Канада); Спортова 
комісія - Михайло Гамалій (Укра- 
ina); Українська світова коопера- 
тивна рада - Ігор Ляшок (США; 
Юридичний підкомітет Вкзеку- 
тивного комітету - Петро Штик 
(Казахстан). 

У ході нарад було розглянуто 
також наступні питання: звіт 
голови оргкомітету ІХ Світового 
Конгресу Українців Марії Шкам-- 
бари; резолюції ЇХ Конгресу СКУ; 
вибір гасла та прийняття рішення 
про відзначення річниць у 2009 р.; 
участь делегації СКУ в Міжна- 
родному форумі, присвяченому 
75-їй річниці Голодомору (22 
листопада 2008 р., Київ, Україна); 
зустрічі делегації СКУ з Пре- 
зидентом України, Прем'єр-мініс- 
тром, Головою Верховної Ради, 
міністром закордонних справ та 
головою Київської міської дер- 
жавної адміністрації; підтримка 
входу України до НАТО та ЄС; 
усучаснення іміджу СК У; примі- 


щення для канцелярії СКУ в 
Києві; співпраця з Українською 
Всесвітньою Координаційною 
Радою; нагородження Стаха Габи, 
Володимира Самця, Володимира 
Петелицького та Володимира 
Луціва медаллю св. Володимира; 
мовні зміни в українському Bapi— 
анті Статуту СКУ. 

Під час нарад новообраний пре- 
зидент Евген Чолій дав інтерв'ю 
українській телепрограмі ""Світо-- 
гляд?, а генеральний секретар 
СКУ Стефан Романів - газеті 
"Новий шлях?. 

Нижче подаємо повний склад 
Ради директорів СКУ: 

Екзекутивний комітет: Евген 
Чолій (Канада), Ярослава Хортяні. 
(Угорщина), Марія Шкамбара 
(Канада), Стефан Романів (Ав- 
стралія), Тамара Денисенко 
(США); Богдан Пагута (Канада). 

Представники Церков та Сві- 
тової Федерації Українських Жі-- 
ночих Організацій (СФУЖО): 
Владика Лаврентій Гуцуляк (Ук- 
раїнська Католицька Церква Ка- 
нади), Владика Іван Сорока (Ук- 
раїнська Католицька Церква Аме- 
рики), Архиєпископ Юрій (Укра- 
їнська Православна Церкава Ка- 
нади), Пастор Й. Іваськів (Украї- 
нські Протестантські Віросповід- 
ні Церкви, Канада), Архиєпископ 
Уманський (Українська Право- 
славна Церква Київського Патрі- 
архату, США), Маріянна Заяць 
(СФУЖО, США), Ольга Даниляк 
(СФУЖО, Канада). 

Заступники президента: Тама-- 
ра Олексій-Галло (Український 
Конгресовий Комітет Америки), 
Ігор Гавдяк (Українська Амери- 
канська Координаційна Рада), Пав- 
ло Гроді Зенон Поточний (Конгрес 
Українців Канади), Михайло 
Моравський (Австралія), Віторіо 
Соротюк (Південна Америка), 
Валерій Семененко (Росія). 


ООН критикує пост- 
радянські країни за 
забруднення 


(ВВС Окгаїпіап)- -ООН попередила про небезпечні наслідки для 
світового клімату, допоки розвинуті країни не почнуть працювати 
ефективніше для контролю за викидами парникових газів. 

У розповсюдженій доповіді йдеться про те, що держави не 
спромоглися реалізувати кроки щодо скорочення небезпечних викидів. 
ООН каже, що викиди у 40 найбільш розвинутих країнах збільшилися 
більш, як на 2 відсотки за останні шість років. 

Найбільше збільшення викидів за цей період, згідно з доповіддю, 
було у країнах колишнього радянського блоку. 
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PHOTO — EMBASSY OF CANADA IN UKRAINE 


Solemn Liturgy for victims of the Holodomor at St.Basil's Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Kyiv. 


Kenney visits Ukraine 


Cont. from Page 1 

The Prague Declaration received a letter of 
support on behalf of the Canadian government 
from Kenney, in his then position as Cana- 
dian Secretary of State. 

Kenney told Ukrainian News that the gov- 
ernment of Canada does not only take action 
against individuals associated with the Nazi 
regime adding “we would certainly apply the 
law consistently.” 

Answering a question from Kontakt Ukrai- 
nian television producer Jurij Klufas on the 
absence of Russia at the Kyiv Holodomor 
commemoration and that country’s opposition 
to recognition of this tragedy, Kenney said 
Russia should not be defensive about the 
crimes committed by Joseph Stalin’s totali- 
tarian regime, but it’s up to them to decide 
how to react. 

Answering a question from Homin Ukrainy 
(Ukrainian Echo) Editor Oleh Romanyshyn 
whether Ukraine will be given a chance to 
join NATO at the December meeting of NATO 
members, Kenney said he could not specu- 
late on the outcome of the meeting, “but I can 
predict Canada’s position will be to stand sol- 


Canada announces 
funding for civil 
service reform 
program in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Jason Kenney, Minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration and Multicultu- 
ralism on Noy. 21 announced an initiative that 
will support the Government of Ukraine’s on- 
going civil service reform to develop human 
resource management processes and proce- 
dures based on impartiality, transparency, and 
equality. 

“Canada is proud to support this initiative 
and we look forward to working with the 
Government of Ukraine as it strengthens its 
governance infrastructure,” stated Kenney in 
a press release from his office. Kenney’s press 
release stated the initiative was made on be- 
half of the International Cooperation Minis- 
ter, Beverley J. Oda. 

“Canada’s support will move the Ukrainian 
government to work at its highest potential” 
Minister Oda was quoted as saying. " This 
project demonstrates the innovation our gov- 
ernment encourages through Canada’s inter- 
national development work.” 

The project will provide Canadian exper- 
tise in developing leadership methodologies 
and practices, assistance in the development 
of a professional civil service, as well as the 
development of an accountability framework 
for human resources management and а com- 
munications strategy to support the implemen- 
tation of these reforms. 

Under this program, the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency will provide $5.4 
million for the Canadian Bureau for Interna- 
tional Education to work with the Main De- 
partment of Civil Service of Ukraine to de- 
velop tools that will promote a strong civil 
service and develop and integrate consistent 

and effective human resources management 
processes and procedures. 


idly, shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine.”. 

Kenney also spoke about his visit to 
Ukraine during which he participated in an 
international forum entitled “My People Will 
Live Forever” along with five heads of state 
and representatives of several governments 
and international organizations. Last year at 
UNESCO, Canada co-sponsored Ukraine’s 
motion to honour the millions who perished 
in the man-made famine and to acknowledge 
that their deaths were caused by the brutal 
communist dictatorship of Josef Stalin. 

During his trip, Minister Kenney also vis- 
ited Bykivnia forest where anywhere from 
30,000 to 225,000 (estimates vary greatly) 
victims of Stalin’s terror are buried in a mass 
grave, and the site of the Babyn Yar massacte 
in Kyiv, where more than 33,000 Jewish 
people were killed over a two-day period ae 
ing World War П and where over 100,000\ 
Jewish and non-Jewish victims of Nazi terror 
are estimated to be buried. 

Minister Kenney also took the opportunity 
to meet with Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko, Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, Deputy Prime Minister 
Vasiunyk, and Foreign Minister Ohryzko and 
further strengthen Canada’s longstanding 
partnership with Ukraine. 

Among some of the issues discussed were 
nuclear cooperation between the two coun- 
tries and helping Ukraine work towards meet- 
ing Canada’s benchmarks for visa-free travel. 

He also addressec members of the Ukrainian- 
Canadian business and cultural communities. 


Topics небо гії 
«Іпсгеазіпд membership & participation 
Fundraising that works 


M.P. Borys Wrzesnewskyj welcomes new Canadians at a Citizenship Ceremony in Toronto. 


Wrzesnewsky]j appointed Critic 
for Citizenship, Immigration; 
and Multiculturalism 


(Office of MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj)— Nov. 
14 Opposition Leader Stéphane Dion named 
M.P. Borys Wrzesnewsky] to the position of 
Critic for Citizenship, Immigration; and 
Multiculturalism in the Liberal shadow cabi- 
net. 

“Canada is a country blessed with natural 
resources, however, it is our human resources 
that are our nation’s greatest asset. It is our 
ever changing multicultural mosaic which will 
provide Canada with our global competitive- 
ness and dynamism in the 21st century,” said 
Wrzesnewskyj. 

“I am truly honoured that the leader has 
given me this tremendous responsibility of 
serving as the Critic for Citizenship, Immi- 
gration and Multiculturalism. I will work dili- 
gently on behalf of, and defend, the rights of 
those new Canadians who have come here 
from all over the globe wanting to become 


productive and fully participating members 
of the best country in the world, Canada,” 
continued Wrzesnewskyj. 

Wrzesnewskyj went on to say that he be- 
lieves that both his extensive committee work, 
and more importantly, the immigration work 
that he has done on behalf of his constituents 
in Etobicoke Centre, have prepared him well 
for his new responsibilities. 

“As a child of refugee parents and grand- 
parents who came to Canada in search of a 
new life and a bright future, and to whom 
Canada gave those opportunities, I understand 
fully the hopes and dreams that citizens from 
every nation and every possible background 
hope to find in Canada. І will work with the 
government when I believe that they are act- 
ing in the best interests of Canada and these 
new citizens, and І will challenge them when 
they are not,” stated Wrzesnewskyj. 


- - 
WELCOME RECEPTION 
Friday, December 5, 2008 - 8:00 p.m. 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


NATIONAL LEADERS GALA 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. 


UCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Sunday, December 7, 2008 - 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Board Members Only) 


Michael Szubelak (780) 414-1624 
Email: uccab@telusplanet.net 


Community development & youth 
Governance & reviewing priorities 


Sten le Wired! 


For more information and registration fees, please visit our website at www.ucc.ca or contact: 


Darla Penner (204) 942-4627 
Email: dpenner@ucc.ca 


Integrating new immigrants 
Engaging decision makers 
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Ющенко провів зустріч 


із керівництвом СК У 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді)- -25 
листопада ц.р. Президент України Віктор Ющенко провів 
зустріч із керівництвом Світового конгресу українців. 

Глава держави подякував Світовому конгресові ук- 
раїнців за його участь у заходах до 75-ї річниці Голодомору 
1932-1933 років в Україні. "Я хотів би подякувати вам за 
участь і за всі проекти, зокрема, "Незгасима свіча", яку 
ми проводили разом», - сказав Віктор Ющенко. 

У свою чергу Президент Світового конгресу українців 
Евген Чолій наголосив, що українці за кордоном мають 
дуже активну позицію щодо теми Голодомору. "День 22 
листопада був днем скорботи для України. Українці по 
всьому світу в цей день i увесь минулий тиждень вшано-- 
вували пам'ять померлих від Голоду", - зазначив Е. Чолій. 
Він підкреслив, що Конгрес докладає багато зусиль для 
визнання світовою спільнотою Голодомору геноцидом 
українського народу. Е. Чолій також повідомив, що 
Конгрес працює над тим, щоб правдиві дані про Голодомор 
містилися в шкільних підручниках, і He лише в українських 
школах. 

За словами Е.Чолія, Конгрес докладає своїх зусиль і в 
питанні просування України на шляху до європейських 
та євроатлантичних структур. 

Президент України закликав закордонне українство й 
надалі зберігати форпости українського духу на карті 
світу, дбати про українські інтереси в усіх куточках і 
регіонах. "Посилення економічної, духовної, політичної 
присутності цієї спільноти у світі - вагомий внесок у 
майбутнє української нації, майбутнє всього українства 
світу. Світовий конгрес українців має для цього цілком 
достатній потенціал", - сказав Глава Української держави. 

Окрім того, під час зустрічі було обговорено низку акту-- 
альних питань, зокрема тих, що стосуються механізмів 
співпраці України з українською діаспорою, захисту 
українських національних меншин за кордоном тощо. 

Також обговорювалися питання міжнародного іміджу 
України, її безпеки, недоторканності кордонів, української 
мови. 

У зустрічі взяли участь Президент Світового конгресу 
українців Евген Чолій, Президент Європейського конгресу 
українців Ярослава Хортяні, Президент Конгресу 
українців Канади Павло Грод, заступники Глави 
Секретаріату Президента України Андрій Гончарук та 
Юрій Богуцький. 
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Що потрібно, 


щоб з'явився 


український «Яд ва-Шем»? 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Собода 

Кожен народ береться переосмислювати свої трагедії 
по-своєму. Але разом з тим не таємниця, що ініціатори 
вшанування пам'яті жертв Голодомору в Україні як на один 
зі взірців плекання історичної пам'яті звертають увагу на 
досвід єврейського народу. А саме - всесвітньовідомий 
меморіал «Яд ва-Шем» у Єрусалимі, що поєднує музей 
Голокосту з архівом, бібліотекою та потужним науковим 
центром, що також займається просвітницькою роботою. 
Що потрібно українцям, щоб засвоїти уроки своєї історії 
так, як це зробили ізраїльтяни? 

Монумент у формі свічки, що «запалав» на печерських 
пагорбах 22 листопада цього року, це один із кроків на 
шляху вшанування пам'яті жертв Голодомору. Попереду 
ще створення музею і розбудова Інституту національної 
пам'яті, започаткованого 2006 року. 

Але не всі українці задоволені, як держава вшановує 
пам'ять жертв найбільшої трагедії в українській історії. 
Одні докорять владі за офіціоз 1 запитують, чи варто було 
зводити за великі гроші монумент, який став найдорожчим 
у столиці. Інші ж міркують, чому за систематичне вив-- 
чення історії не взялися раніше. Мовляв, якщо Банкова 
справді вважає цю справу пріоритетом, то за чотири роки 
після Помаранчевої революції музей Голодомору вже 
сьогодні міг би приймати відвідувачів. Окрім цього постає 
питання, а що буде з проектом Ющенка після того, як він 
покине президентське крісло. Чи не зав'януть спроби 
пробудити національну пам'ять, тим паче з огляду на 
невдоволення з боку Росії? 

Щоб гідно вшанувати пам'ять жертв Голодомору укра- 
їнцям досі бракує політичної волі, переконаний голова 
Асоціації дослідників Голодомору, колишній політв'язень 
Левко Лук'яненеко. Він віддає належне зусиллям Прези-- 
дента Ющенка в цій царині. Але разом з тим радить 
енергійніше домагатися відновлення історичної справед- 
ливості. А для цього, зокрема, оновити кадри. 

«Необхідно, щоб на місце директора Інституту націо- 
нальної пам'яті замість Юхновського, який дуже розумна 
людина, академік, але він уже в силу віку свого не може 
бути бойовим керівником. Необхідний молодший чоловік 
на цю посаду і наступального характеру. Тоді цей Інститут 


прискорить і розширить збирання свідчень і підготує 
матеріали для суду над комунізмом», - радить Левко 
Лук'яненко. Він каже Радіо Свобода, що скоро сам складе 
повноваження голови Асоціації дослідників Голодомору, 
щоб звільнити дорогу молодим. 

У відповідь лунає пояснення, що за коротку історію 
свого існування - два з половиною роки - Інститут 
національної пам'яті провів велетенську роботу. І це 
враховуючи те, що ця установа досі немає пристойного 
приміщення і гідного бюджету. 

Концепцію Інституту національної пам'яті розробляв 
свого часу американець Джеймс Мейс - найвідоміший 
західний дослідник Голодомору. Його вдова, українська 
письменниця Наталя Дзюбенко-Мейс сказала Радіо 
Свобода, що професор Мейс мріяв, щоб поруч із могутнім 
науково-дослідницьким інститутом діяла мережа 
«народних кореспондентів», які б оперативно збирали 
свідчення про голод. 

«Мейс вважав, що значно важливіше в кожному місті, 
в кожному селі мати своїх представників такому Інституту. 
Він вважав, що така робота має бути менш офіціозною. 
У мене є якась упередженість до сучасного Інституту 
національної пам'яті, бо надто багато там держави», - 
вважає Наталя Дзюбенко-Мейс. 

Суть проблеми ще й у тому, що українці досі не можуть 
визначитися, як оцінювати свою історію, на відміну від 
ізраїльтян, коли ті створювали свій музей з вивчення Голо-- 
косту. Так вважає колишній український політв'язень, TO— 
лова Асоціації єврейських організацій і громад (Ваад) Ук- 
раїни Йосип Зісельс. Віночікує, що всебічне вивчення уроків 
Голодомору буде вже проектом нового покоління українців. 

«Справа не в тому, хто буде директором цього інституту. 
Повинна вирости генерація українців, які мають більш- 
менш нормальне ставлення до цієї трагедії, які хочуть 
виховувати своїх дітей Ha цій пам'яті і не хочуть повто-- 
рення цієї трагедії, так як не хотіли євреї повторення 
Голокосту», - зазначає Йосип Зісельс. 

Голова Асоціації єврейських організацій і общин 
України сподівається, що саме нова генерація українців, 
тих, чиє дитинство і юність припали на 90-ті роки, і 
створить такий музей Голодомору, який визнає весь світ. 
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Premier threatens to resume Regions talks 


(Ukrainian Journal/RFE/RL)— Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymo-shenko on Nov. 26 threatened to resume talks 
with the opposition Regions Party for creation of a 
coalition if Our Ukraine, President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s group, continues to fail to support her. 

The talks may resume next week unless Our Ukraine 
changes its mind within the next few days and decides 
to rejoin the coalition with Tymoshenko that officially 
collapsed on Oct. 2. 

“If the democratic coalition is not renewed by the 
end of the week and severe financial crisis keeps 
spreading in the world and in Ukraine we will be look- 
ing for other options and other opportunities,” 
Tymoshenko said at a press conference. 

Our Ukraine quickly rejected the ultimatum, accus- 
ing Tymoshenko of plans to create the coalition with 
the Regions Party and the Communist Party, a vehe- 
mently pro-Russian group, for creating “the pro-Krem- 
lin majority.” 

“Tymoshenko’s comments about her readiness to 
create a coalition with any group in Parliament signal 
her intentions to create the coalition with Yanukovych 
and the Communists,” Viacheslavy Kyrylenko, the 
leader of Our Ukraine, said. 

Kyrylenko said the prime minister “must first of all 
rescue the Ukrainian economy from the crisis whose 
scale in Ukraine is blamed on Tymoshenko herself and 
financial and economic ministers that by 100% repre- 
sent the Tymoshenko Bloc.” 

Six days earkier issued a fresh appeal to Ukraine's 
politicians on Noy. 20 to form a new “grand coalition” 
in parliament and offered for the first time to step down 
if that would help end a deadlock. 

“I have issued a proposal confirming emphatically 
that I am ready to change the make-up of this govern- 
ment if that is needed for the sake of unifying every- 
one in this parliament,” she told regional governors in 
remarks broadcast on television. 

“If anyone among us, including the prime minister, 
is not deemed suitable for this cause and replacements 
are proposed, please feel free to vote accordingly after 


Tymoshenko said the magnitude of the crisis, which 
has also sent the hryvnia currency into sharp decline, 
was “nudging” all parties to find a way to make parlia- 
ment work. 

She made a similar proposal to form a broad-based 
government last month, but had never suggested that 
she would quit. 

Most groups ignored her appeal. There is little indi- 
cation now a “grand coalition” is workable after four 
years of constant upheaval since the mass 2004 rallies 
against poll fraud. 

The coalition involving Tymoshenko’s and 
Yushchenko’s groups collapsed on Oct. 2 after 
Tymoshenko had unexpectedly joined forces with the 
Regions Party to approve a barrage of carefully pre- 
pared bills that undermine powers of the president. 

In response, Our Ukraine withdrew from the coali- 
tion, a move that had later triggered a chain of events 
leading to a decree by the president dismissing Parlia- 
ment and calling early election. 

People familiar with situation said Tymoshenko was 
planning in October to create the coalition with the 
Regions Party in which she would continue to hold 
the post of the prime minister, while Vikor 
Yanukovych, the leader of Regions, would get the post 
of the speaker of Parliament. 

The deal apparently also anticipated that 
Tymoshenko, now the most popular political figure, 
would not run at the next presidential election letting 
Yanukovych become the president in early 2010, the 
people said. 

But the deal collapsed after Yanukovych had suddenly 
demanded the post of the prime minister, a concession 
that Tymoshenko apparently was not willing to make. 

Tymoshenko has been waging a vigorous campaign 
against Yushchenko’s decree dismissing Parliament as 
analysts said she would probably get ousted from the 
post of the prime minister after the snap election. 

Yushchenko postponed the decrée earlier this month 
as Parliament had to act to approve anti-crisis legisla- 
tion for Ukraine to qualify for $16.4 billion emergency 


unity is achieved.” 


loan from the International Monetary Fund. 


Yatseniuk to form his own political party 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Arseniy 
Yatseniuk, who was dismissed as 
parliamentary speaker on Novy. 19, 
plans to create his own political 
party, a move that may allow him to 
run independently at upcoming snap 
election, 

The announcement may signal ap- 
parent change of course as Yatseniuk 
has been earlier tapped as one of se- 
nior members of President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s party, Our Ukraine. 

"Горе that sometime in the first 
ten days of December we will be 
able to introduce the political 
project,” Yatseniuk said in an inter- 
view with Era radio Novy. 15. “This 
will not be my own party, but the 
party of Ukrainians.” 

Yatseniuk was dismissed on Noy. 
19 by an alliance of the opposition 
Regions Party, the biggest group in 
Parliament, and a number of smaller 
parties, such the Communist Party 
and the group led by former Parlia- 
mentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn 
and by the United Center group. 

The United Center consists of 10 
lawmakers that have earlier quit Our 
Ukraine and are personally loyal to 
Viktor Baloha, the powerful chief of 
staff at the office of Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko on Noy. 20 distanced 
himself from the United Center, 
while people familiar with the situ- 
ation have been suggesting that a rift 
has been growing between 
Yushchenko and Baloha. 

Yatseniuk’s decision to create and 
to lead the party may be suggesting 
that he views an independent politi- 
cal career, not associated with 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine. This 
reverses earlier reports that Yatsniuk 
would run as the No. 3 in Our 
Ukraine’s list at the snap election. 

Yushchenko dismissed Parlia- 
ment in October, 30 days after the 


previous coalition led by Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko had col- 
lapsed. 

But Yushchenko later suspended 
his decree indefinitely, allowing Par- 
liament to approve legislation re- 
quired for receiving $16.4 billion 
loan from the International Mon- 
etary Fund to support the local cur- 
rency and the banking sector af- 
fected by global credit crunch and 
the falling prices of steel, Ukraine’s 
main export commodity. 

The dismissal of Yatseniuk also 
adds pressure on political groups to 
approve the new speaker of Parlia- 
ment as soon as possible as the job 
is important in signing the approved 
legislation before it is submitted to 
the president for the final signature. 

Without the speaker, Parliament 
is technically unable to approve any 
legislation as the signature of the 
first deputy speaker can be legally 
challenged, analysts said. 

Yatseniuk’s future political plans 
are watched carefully. Yatseniuk, 
who earlier also served as the for- 
eign minister, the economy minis- 
ter and as the acting head of the 
National Bank of Ukraine, is be- 
lieved to be one of the most promis- 
ing political figures. 

Recent opinion polls indicated 
that Yatseniuk’s party may get sup- 
port of more than 3% of voters, 
which automatically allows the 
group to enter Parliament at the next 
election. 

Parliament speaker wins confidence 
vote 

Yatseniuk on Nov. 11 survived a 
surprise vote of no confidence initi- 
ated by opposition groups. 

The motion was put on agenda on 
Nov. 11 after the opposition parties 
and a small group of lawmakers 
loyal to Viktor Baloha, the chief of 


backed the plan. 
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Georgia, Ukraine years away 


from NATO seats, U.S. says 


(RFE/RL/Reuters)—NATO will probably not offer membership to 
Ukraine and Georgia for years to come, a senior U.S. official has said 
ahead of an alliance meeting in December that is expected to discuss the 
issue. 

The Bush administration has supported putting the two former Soviet 
republics on a formal path, called a Membership Action Plan, toward 
joining NATO. But there is considerable European opposition, which has 
grown since Georgia's war with Russia in August. 

Rather than get into a “huge debate” at their December conference, 
NATO should make it clear that Ukraine and Georgia are still welcome 
and the alliance stands ready to help them become members, Assistant 
Secretary of State Dan Fried said. 

“I think it’s fair to predict there would be no NATO membership offer 
for some years to come, just taking a look at these countries realistically, 
and they wouldn’t disagree,” Fried, in charge of European and Eurasian 
affairs, told reporters at the State Department. “We ought to concentrate 
on the areas where the alliance is already agreed, which is that these 
countries will join NATO, but they have a lot of work to do and we will 
help them.” 

NATO leaders promised Ukraine and Georgia at a summit in Bucharest 
in April that they would one day join the Western defense alliance but 
declined to offer them the formal path toward membership because of 
French and German objections. 

The alliance’s foreign ministers are to review the two countries’ progress 
in Brussels on Dec. 2-3. 

Russia, which crushed the forces of neighboring Georgia in the August 
war over Georgia’s rebel region of South Ossetia, opposes NATO 
membership for either Georgia or Ukraine, which were previously part 
of the Soviet Union. 

Fried said there was realism in Washington and other capitals about 
the work Georgia and Ukraine must do to become stable democracies 
that could join the 26-nation alliance. 

But he said it was important to “make clear that we were serious in 
Bucharest, that NATO membership ought to be a function of these 
countries’ own readiness...and not a Russian veto.” 

NATO, which scaled back cooperation with Russia after the war in 
Georgia, also will discuss what kind of relations the alliance should have 
with Russia at the December meeting. 

While no one in NATO is advocating a complete break, no one favors 
business as usual, Fried said, adding that Russia could improve prospects 
by helping to stabilize the situation in Georgia. 

“There is an understanding in the alliance that we are going to have to 
work and we want to work with Russia. No business as usual does not 
mean no business at all,” he said. 

Fried thought NATO would try to formulate a common response to a 
proposal by Russian President Dmitry Medvedev for a new European 
security architecture, although he added: “No one knows quite what that 
means. 
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Isaw a flash of light in Bethlehem 
(And spent the next 5 days in a Jerusalem hospital) 


By Marco Levytsky 

I saw a flash of light in Bethlehem 
(quite literally). 

And spent the next five days at 
the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in 
Jerusalem as a result. 

It happened on the morning of 
Novy. 11. I was on a tour of Israel 
with four other journalists, all from 
the Catholic media in Toronto. This 
tour was organized by the Israel 
Ministry of Tourism, the objective 
being to visit Christian holy sites 
and other points of interest, and re- 
port on them when we returned to 
Canada in order encourage our own 
readers and/or listeners/watchers, to 
visit these sites. (More about that 
below and in future issues.) 

It was the second last day of our 
tour. We had arrived in Jerusalem 
the night before and were proceed- 
ing to Bethlehem. Since that city is 
in the Palestinian Authority’s zone 
we had to pass through a checkpoint 
at the security wall. We were walk- 
ing down the ramp into the taxi area 
where Palestinian drivers were 
awaiting us, when І suddenly began 
to feel very light-headed. I turned 
around and gripped the railings on 
the ramp to steady myself, when I 
saw a flash of light, felt transported 
and came to lying on the ground 
with my friends around me and the 
Arab drivers rushing to my side and 
everybody wondering what hap- 
pened. Apparently I had fallen back- 
wards and one of my colleagues 
catching my head and steadying me 
down. My eyes were glazed and I 
was out for over a minute. I stood 
up, felt a little woozy, but otherwise 
fine enough to complete the visit of 
Bethlehem and the other tours in 
Jerusalem that day. 

Following that, one of my col- 
leagues suggested I should check 
into aclinic just to ensure everything 
was alright. It was there that they 
found out my heartbeat was irregu- 
lar. | was taken to the emergency unit 
of Shaare Zedek and put on medica- 
tion to return my rhythm to normal. 
After two days I was moved to the 
cardiology unit. By the fourth day 
my heartbeat was back to normal 
and on the fifth day I was released. 
My friends had all left on the night 
of Nov. 12-13, but I missed that 
flight. The Ministry of Tourism put 
me up in a hotel for one more night 
and I departed on the night of Nov. 
17-18, returning to Edmonton Nov. 
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18. I got back to work on Nov. 20 
— the day the next issue had been 
scheduled to go to press. Needless 
to say, it was impossible to put that 
one out. If our readers were wonder- 
ing what happened to that particular 
issue, now they know. (Ukrainian 
News will add one extra issue to all 
our subscriber’s expiration date to 
make up for the missing one.) 
What was quite surprising upon 
my return was how the widely the 
news of my hospitalization had 
spread throughout Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian community and the num- 
ber of people who expressed genu- 
ine concern. For this I am very 
grateful. Itis certainly heartening to 
know that so many people cared. 
For the record, I am fine and am 
seeing my doctor for follow up 
treatment. Although I did faint and 
do have some issues, I did not have 
a heart attack, or any blood clotting. 
There are also several observa- 
tions that came out of my hospital 
stay. One is that the Israeli health 
system is very efficient, inexpensive 
and universal. It would make a very 
useful model to study for anyone 
interested in improving our own. 
Amother is always make sure you 
have travel insurance. I had two 
plans actually, but the one I initially 
used was not one that was accepted 
for direct payment at the hospital, 
so [had to pay the cost up front then 


apply for reimbursement when I got” 


back to Canada. I don’t expect any 
problems, but it’s always easier 
when the hospital bills the insurance 
agent directly, so make sure you 
know which plans are accepted in 
what countries. 

Yet another, having had the 
chance to read the English-language 
Israeli press is how diverse the po- 
litical spectrum is and how broad 
reaching the press is in presenting 
the wide gamut of opinion. 

As for the trip itself, I caught ev- 
erything except for the last day, 
which was the tour of the Via 
Dolorosa and the Stations of the 
Cross. That is something I will have 
to do in the future. Nevertheless, I 
do have pictures from that journey 
as one of my colleagues took some 
on my camera. 

Among the places I did visit were: 
Old Jaffa, the ancient seaport with 
St. Peter’s Church, fishermen’s port, 
Artists Quarter; Caesarea National 
Park, with its remains of former 
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From the Editor 


Roman Capital and Crusader city; 
Nazareth in Lower Galilee, child- 
hood town of Jesus and its Basilica 
of the Annunciation; the Sea of 
Galilee with its historic resort of 
Tiberias; Tabgha with churches 
commemorating the Multiplication 
of the Loaves and Fishes and Peter’s 
Primacy; the “Man in Galilee’ Mu- 
seum, where a fishing boat from 
Jesus’ time is _ exhibited;; 
Capernaum the ancient Jewish fish- 
ing town where Jesus began his 
Ministry; the Mount of Beatitudes 
— traditional site of the Sermon on 
the Mount over the Sea of Galilee; 
Mount Tabor in Lower, site of Jesus’ 
transfiguration at site of Basilica of 
Transfiguration; the Dead Sea re- 
gion (lowest place on earth); 
Qumran, the remains of the ancient 
Essenes settlement in whose caves 
the Dead Sea Scrolls (earliest bib- 
lical texts) were discovered; 
Bethlehem, with its Church of The 
Nativity in Manger Square and its 
grotto marking the spot Jesus is be- 
lieved to have been born and Yad 
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Where I saw the flash of light. 


Vashem — National Memorial and 


Museum of the Holocaust. 

In future issues, I will be writing 
about the various places we visited, 
timing the articles to coincide with 
our special Holdays, Sunday Gos- 
pel and Epistle Readings. As the 
next two issues are the Gregorian 
and Julian Calendar Christmas is- 
sues, we will naturally begun with 
Bethlehem. 


\ 


Should these articles spark your 
interest to visit these places, please 
let me know. Through the contacts 
we have made with the Israeli 
Ministry of Tourism and their 
Canadian office, custom tours can 
be arranged. Spring or fall are 
recommended as the best time for 
such tour because summer months 
are too hot and Christmas and 
Easter periods are booked solid. 


People can join individually, or in 
groups. Parish groups can also be 
organized. Should you be interested 
in participating or just getting more 
information, please call (780) 488- 
3693 (if I’m not in, leave a 
message.) write to us at: Ukrainian 
News, #1, 122227 - 107 Avenue, 
Edmonton, AB, T5M 1Y9, or, best 
@i alll, Gammel me ati 
<ukmews @interbaun.com>. 


оголощень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу 
газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Ukraine marks 75th anniversary of great famine 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Kindrat Murzak was born in 1925 in 
Sarny, a village in the heart of what was then Soviet 
Ukraine. 

She was only 7 years old when the Great Famine 
swept across her country, driving millions into starva- 
tion. But the memories of these terrible times haunt 
her to this day. 

"І remember 1933. A woman next door ate her two 
children, a 7-year-old boy and a 6-year-old girl,” she 
says. “Once my grandmother, Ustia, was visiting us 
and she heard this woman call me: “Kindrat, come here, 
I will offer you a treat.” My mother and grandmother 
rushed to prevent me from going into her house. Later 
we saw bones in her oven. Another neighbor, Yakiv, 
called some people from the village council and in the 
oven they found a head and legs from which meat had 
been carved out. This woman was driven away from 
the village the same day. There were other such cases 
in other parts of the village. There were families in 
which everyone died. In our part of the village, almost 
half of the people passed away.” 

Ukrainians today remember one of the darkest chap- 
ters in their country’s history — the so-called 
Holodomor, or death by starvation, of 1932-33. 

Josef Stalin’s forced collectivization of agriculture, 
which resulted in massive food shortages, claimed an 
estimated 14 million lives across the Soviet Union. 

But most of the victims died in Ukraine, the USSR’s 
“bread basket,” where farmers saw their harvest con- 
fiscated by Soviet authorities. Death-toll estimates vary 
wildly — from 3 million to 10 million. About one-third 
of the victims were children. 

The Great Famine is therefore widely viewed in 
Ukraine as a man-made famine engineered by the So- 
viet regime to crush an independence movement in one 
of the Soviet Union’s most fertile regions. 

The Soviet regime covered up the extent of the trag- 
edy; it is only after Ukraine and other Soviet republics 
gained sovereignty in 1991 that the truth began to 
emerge. 

Today, independent Ukraine is intent on setting the 
historical record straight. 

Both officials and civil groups have been waging a 
campaign to have the world recognize the fame as an 
act of genocide against the Ukrainian people. In 2006, 
the Ukrainian parliament adopted a bill officially rec- 
ognizing the famine as genocide. 

Speaking at a school in the city of Kharkiv, Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko called on schoolchildren never 


to forget the Great Famine: 

“The tragedy of 1932-33 is a sad page in our history; 
but, excuse me, this is our history,’ Yushchenko said. 
“We can draw lessons from it if we know it. That is 
why I call on you, all Ukrainian schoolchildren, to re- 
search your own family history. How did your great- 
grandparents die? How did they live in 1932, in 1933? 
How did they meet to this challenge? Our nation came 
out as a winner. We suffered huge losses, but we came 
out as an undefeated nation.” 

Not all countries see eye to eye with Kyiv on the 
issue. Ukraine’s genocide claim is hotly contested by 
Russia, which insists the famine indiscriminately af- 
fected many ethnic groups across the Soviet Union. The 
State Duma this year passed a resolution that firmly 
rejected recognizing the famine as genocide. 

The Holodomor has grown into a major irritant in 
already souring relations between Kyiv and Moscow; 
every year, Ukraine’s commemoration of the famine 
sparks a bitter war of words between the two countries. 

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has accused his 
Ukrainian counterpart of distorting the facts about the 
famine for political purposes. “To suggest that the main 
aim was to destroy Ukrainians is to fly in the face of 
the facts and paint a general tragedy in nationalist 
tones,” he wrote in a letter to Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko, in turn, criticized the Russian leader for 
snubbing the commemorative events on the weekend 
of Nov. 22-23, calling his decision not to attend “any- 
thing but appropriate.” 

So far, 14 countries have recognized the Great Fam- 
ine as an act of genocide against the Ukrainian people. 

The United Nations, the European Parliament, and 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope (OSCE) have all denounced the famine as a crime 
against the Ukrainian nation but have fallen short of 
branding it genocide. 

Ukrainian historian and philosopher Miroslav 
Popovich says the Holodomor hasn’t been more widely 
recognized as such because of the legal definition of 
genocide. 

“The formulation defining the notion of “genocide” 
is to blame,” Popovich says. “The United Nations’ defi- 
nition of genocide is exclusively the mass killing of 
people on the basis of their nationality or ethnicity. So 
formally, one can regard [Holodomor] as a massive 
tragedy rather than genocide. But in actual fact, one 
can regard it as genocide.” 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian and Russian Services contributed 
to this report 
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Bezan, Wrzesnewskyj make 
Holodomor statements in House 


(UkrNews/Office of MP Bezan/ 
Office of MP Wrzesnewskyj—Both 
James Bezan (Selkirk-Interlake), 
the MP who introduced Bill C-459 
under which Canada recognized the 
Holodomor as genocide, and Borys 
Wrzesnewsky] (Etobicoke-Centre) 
who earlier introduced the similar 
Bill C-450, but got behind Bezan’s 
bill to help ensure it’s quick pas- 
sage, made statements on the Fam- 
ine-Genocide in the House of Com- 
mons, Nov. 24. 

“This year marks the 75th Anni- 
versary of one of the most heinous 
crimes in modern history — the state 
sponsored famine-genocide of 
1932-1933 perpetrated by the So- 
viet communist regime of Joseph 
Stalin against the Ukrainian 
people,” said Bezan. 

“This deliberate famine was de- 
vised to destroy Ukrainian nation- 
alists’ aspirations for a free and in- 
dependent Ukraine. It was a terrible 
genocide that killed millions of 
Ukrainians апа for decades the truth 
about this horrific crime was sup- 
pressed by Soviet authorities and 
her western allies. 

“November 22nd marked the first 
national Holodomor Memorial Day 
in Canada. I am humbled that Bill 
C-459 received unanimous support 
during the last Parliament and es- 
tablished this annual day of remem- 
brance in Canada of the Holodomor. 
But more importantly, the Act 
(Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
‘Holodomor’ Memorial Day Act) 
recognizes the Great Famine of 
1932-33 for what it really was — 
genocide. Numerous ceremonies 
took place across Canada in honour 
of Holodomor survivors, and of 
course to remember the millions of 
victims,” he added. 

“T would like to thank all the or- 
ganizers and participants of these 
commemorating events for their 
efforts in raising awareness about 
this tragic piece of history,’ Bezan 
commented. 

“Tt is our responsibility to correct 
the historic record and ensure that 
events like this are never repeated.° 


M.P. Borys Wrzesnewskyj presenting a $125,000 cheque supporting the 


League of Ukrainian Canadians’ “Holodomor: Genocide by Famine” exhibit. 


I am pleased that so many organi- 
zations and advocates across 
Canada are doing the hard work to 
educate, and undertaking the act of 
remembrance for the millions and 
millions of victims, 

“Let their memories be eternal. 
Vichna yim pamyat,” concluded 
Bezan. 

Bezan has attended some of the 
numerous events organized across 
Canada to commemorate the 75" 
Anniversary of the Holodomor. He 
spoke at the Holodomor Memorial 
services at Winnipeg City Hall and 
at the Manitoba Legislature. He also 
spoke at the opening ceremony of 
Holodomor Education Week in 
Toronto. 

Wrzesnewskyj stated: “Mr. 
Speaker, this weekend we memori- 
alized the 75th anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the famine-genocide of 
Ukraine’s rural population in 1932- 
33. Millions starved to death in the 
very breadbasket of Europe. 

“In 1932-33, Moscow put in 
place a master plan for the Ukraini- 
ans. Behind barbed wire, Ukraine 
became a hell on earth, her lush 
countryside denuded of leaves and 
grasses as people ate anything that 
grew. It became a land where no 
birds sang, where no grasses rustled, 
where the deathly silence in villages 
was broken only by wagons pick- 
ing up the dead. 

One by one, hundred after hun- 


dred, thousand after thousand, mil- 
lion upon million laid their skin- 
and-bone bodies down onto 
Ukraine’s fertile black soil and be- 
came one with their land, their lives 
extinguished. 

“Today, let us pledge to those 
millions of innocent victims from 
humanity’s tragic and common past 
a pledge of two simple words: 
“Never again, Bil’sh Nikoly’. 

“On June 5, 2007 Wrzesnewskyj 
introduced Bill C-450, The Ukrai- 
nian Holodomor-Genocide Remem- 
brance Day Act to establish the 
fourth Saturday in November as a 
day of remembrance for the 
Holodomor across Canada. On May 
27, 2008 he led the charge to estab- 
lish a remembrance day for the 
Holodomor by obtaining agreement 
from the Liberal, Bloc Québécois 
and NDP House Leaders, and then 
pressuring the Conservative Cabi- 
net and backbenchers to expedite 
the passage of legislation creating 
a day of remembrance for the 
Holodomor during President 
Yushchenko’s state visit to Canada. 

As well, the Wrzesnewksyj 
Dopomoha Ukraini Foundation re- 
cently donated $125,000 to the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians to 
support the dissemination of their 
Holodomor: Genocide by Famine 
exhibit to 250 universities and col- 
leges world-wide, including 35 in 
Canada. 


Winnipeg commemorates the ‘Holodomor’ 
events to mark 75th anniversary 


By Carol Sanders, Winnipeg Free Press, Nov. 14, 2008 
It was 75 years ago and thousands of miles away but 

the genocide that wiped out millions in Ukraine is be- 

ing remembered at events in Winnipeg all this week. 

Young people are trying to get a feel for it with an 
18-hour fast Friday at the University of Winnipeg. Yet 
a generation ago, little was known- about the 
“Holodomor” that killed as many as 10 million Ukrai- 
nians in 1932 and 1933. 

“You didn’t hear a word about it,” said Oksana 
Bondarchuk, who is helping to organize Friday’s fast 
at the U of W. The Holodomor — “holod” means hun- 
ger, starvation, famine, and “moryty” means to induce 
suffering, to kill — was an act of genocide orchestrated 
by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin. Privately-owned farms 
were taken over and the state set up collectives. Those 
who rebelled were labelled enemies of the state and 
executed or sent to Siberian forced-labour camps, called 
gulags. Farmers lost their land and were starved, while 
the grain produced on the collectives was exported to 
finance the regime. 

Until recently, many Ukrainians who survived the 
genocide didn’t speak of that time, said Bondarchuk. 

“A good friend of mine’s mother who lived through 
it wouldn’t talk about it.” 

Then there were those who denied the genocide ever 
happened, and those who argued that seven million, 
not 10 million, perished, she said. 

“The point is, people starved. And with the reign of 
terror with Stalin, people feared talking — they didn’t 
want any repercussions,” including those who immi- 
grated to Canada. 

“Even though we had freedom here, they had family 


there,” she said. 
Not until Ukraine achieved its independence in 1991 
did many of the survivors speak out, she said. 

“A lot of them, if they were born in 1928-29, are 
now 80 years old,” she said. “Now it’s coming out more 
and more.” 

A professor at the University of Manitoba has dug 
up some disturbing background music to the genocide. 

“We focus on the horrors (of the Holodomor) but we 
don’t quite see the horrors of the propaganda and the 
spin and what the official government line was,” said 
Prof. Denis Hlynka. 

Soviet propaganda seeped into the music of two fa- 
mous Russian composers of the day — Dmitri 
Shostakovich and Sergei Prokofiev, he said. 

“Shostakovich was commissioned to compose a bal- 
let that was called The Bright Stream about life on the 
collective farm,” said Hlynka, who has Ukrainian roots. 

“In the ballet, there was no famine. There was a cel- 
ebration of life on the farm in 1934 — in the shadow of 
the Holodomor,” Hlynka said. 

“The ballet was light and cheerful with waltzes, pol- 
kas and gallops and fun and entertaining — just the 
opposite of what was going on,” he said. 

“In the finale of the ballet, giant vegetables appeared 
on stage... Juxtapose that with the horrors of famine.” 

In 1937, Prokofiev composed songs such as Golden 
Ukraine and October Flame with lyrics glorifying abun- 
dant harvests and the greatness of the Stalin years — 
“all this in sharp contrast to the famine,” said the pro- 
fessor. 

“These days, we don’t know what composers really 
thought. They did what they were asked to do.” 
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HELPING CANADA’S FORESTRY AND 
RENTAL HOUSING INDUSTRY 


The downturn in the American housing market has cut demand for 
Canadian lumber, which means job losses in our forestry industry - 
from loggers to mill employees to the truckers who deliver the lumber. 
Helping the forestry industry might provide opportunity to address 
another national problem: homelessness. 

About 50% of shelter users have an income, but are unable to find 
affordable accommodations. Builders have been concentrating on high 
end housing/condominium construction for the past couple of decades, 
creating a shortage of private sector entry-level singles or single room 
housing. Many people in cities like Edmonton and Calgary have resorted 
to government supported shelters, which are bursting at the seams. 

We need a proper national affordable housing strategy aimed at jump- 
starting entry-level private sector rental housing construction. The non- 
profit social services sector has been largely ineffective in dealing with 
the crisis and is not the appropriate way to deal with people whose 
only need is shelter. The private sector rental development and 
management industry (in the singles and family multi-unit rental 
housing sector) has been dormant for years. Incentives would convince 
the industry to once again become involved in entry-level housing. 
Perhaps the government could purchase lumber that is not being sold 
to the US, and offer it to builders as a grant for building affordable 
rental housing. Coupled with other funding available, this would have 
a three-fold benefit: It would preserve forestry industry jobs, provide 
rental accommodation for those in need of affordable housing and 
reduce pressure on the overflowing homeless shelters. 

Private sector companies have the skills and expertise required to 
deal with the national housing affordability crisis. I think it is more 
fiscally responsible to invest in a private sector solution that will work, 
than a non-profit social sector “solution” that has been proven not to 
work. What do you think? 

Please join us for our Christmas Open House 
9111- 118 Ave. Monday, Dec. 2274 3-7pm 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Галина Клід 

Якщо говорити про виставку «Від нашої 
минущини -- до нашого сьогодення», то 
можна збитися з рахунку, вживаючи слово 
«вперше». Вперше в історії міста Едмонтон 
— спільна виставка п'ятьох музеїв, які збе- 
рігають у своїх сховищах скарби матері- 
альної культури українців у Канаді. Вперше 
в такій виставці взяв участь престижний 
Королівський музей Альберти (Royal 
Alberta Museum). Вперше виставка підго- 
товлена за загальновизнаними стандартами 
музейної справи. Вперше така виставка 
мала спеціально розроблену програму для 
дітей, зокрема -- для учнів українсько- 
англійської двомовної програми едмонтон- 
ських шкіл. 

Пан Мирослав Куць, один з організаторів 
цієї виставки від Українського національ- 
ного об'єднання (УНО), каже, що спочатку 
він не мав великої надії, що цей задум 
увінчається успіхом. Адже потрібно було 
зробити нечуване до цього часу — не тіль- 
ки домовитися, але й влаштувати спільно з 
кількома музеями виставку їхніх експо- 
натів під одним дахом. «Ми маємо кілька 
чудових музеїв в Едмонтоні, — каже він, 
— але, на жаль, не всі знають, що вони 
існують». Така спільна виставка відкрила 
б очі багатьом на те, що такі музеї справді 
є і що їхні скарби варто оглянути. 

Першим кроком пана Куця було звернен- 
ня до Королівського музею Альберти, який 
має понад 2000 експонатів матеріальної 
культури українців у Канаді у рамках своєї 
збірки «Культурні громади» (Cultural Com- 
munities). На його превелику радість, музей 
погодився. Потім було багато засідань та 
обговорень з управами чотирьох українсь- 
ких музеїв, і пан Куць з приємністю від- 
значав, що всіх єднало щире бажання спів- 
працювати та втілити цей задум у життя. 

Ця виставка, як підкреслила в розмові зі 
мною Мішел Трейсі, президент Українсько- 
канадського архіву-музею Альберти 
(УКАМА), — це не бачення однієї людини, 
але синтез бачення усіх груп, які працювали 
над влаштуванням виставки. «Що для мене 
було найбільш захоплюючим, — сказала 
вона, — це те, як ми можемо працювати 
разом. Кожного тижня ми мали інакше зав- 
дання. І ми виконували його. Ми не завжди 
погоджувалися, але ми завжди робили 
поступ,» Її підтримала пані Христина 
Когут, колишня президент УКАМА: «Це 
була спроба побачити, як українські музеї 
в Едмонтоні можуть співпрацювати, щоб 
досягнути одну мету. Це не була легка 
дорога. Не було однієї думки щодо назви, 
чого ми хотіли досягнути, що ми хотіли 
показати, що ми хотіли сказати — i не лише 
нашій громаді, але також і другим, поза 
українською громадою. Але це була цікава 
дорога», — підсумувала вона. За словами 
пані Люби Бойко-Белл, голови Організації 
українок Канади (ОУК), на плечах якої 
лежала справа координації цього великого 
проєкту, найважчим було вибрати експо- 
нати, бо кожен музей має значно більше 
скарбів, ніж було представлено на виставці. 
Але справа відразу полегшилася, як тільки 
були узгоджені категорії експонатів: релі- 
гійного призначення, кераміка, вироби з 


Відкриває виставку “Bid нашої минущини — до нашого сьогодення" міністр у справах 


дерева, тканини та прикраси, Гасло вистав- 
ки, «Від нашої минущини --- до нашого сьо- 
годення», також спонукало організаторів 
зосередитися лише на тому, що могло 
відповідати цьому гаслові, і представляло 
б едмонтонській громадськості зразки 
матеріальної культури українців — незви- 
чайне мистецтво звичайного народу. 

«Народне мистецтво, -- це, можливо, 
найбільш демократична мистецька форма, 
яка існує, тому що вона спонукана чисто 
особистим смаком її творців», - - написала 
достойна Ейдрієн Кларксон, тодішня 
генерал-губернатор Канади, у книжці «This 
Other Eden: Canadian Folk Outdoors» (Philip 
У. R Tilney. This other Eden: Canadian folk 
art outdoors. HarperCollins, 1999). 

Важко He погодитися з пані Кларксон, 
відомої багатьом канадцям як власниці ви- 
шуканого -- або еклектичного, на думку 
інших, -- смаку в мистецтві. Дійсно, 
фольклорне мистецтво, не обтяжене KAHO— 
нічними догмами критиків мистецтва, 
цілковито залежить від уяви, самостійно 
здобутих умінь майстрів чи навиків, які 
передаються в родині з покоління у 
покоління. Це — водночас, суміш наївного 
світобачення, витонченості культурної 
традиції народу та самобутніх проявів 
особистості й характеру майстра чи MalicT— 
рині, їхнє бачення та уява про буденність 
чи святковість життя 1 про часи, в яких 
вони жили. 

Українське фольклорне мистецтво в 
Канаді, з його яскраво вираженим етнічним 
підгрунтям, — часом суворо-консерватив - 
не, часом примхливо-химерне або диваку-- 
вате, — бере свої глибокі коріння у прадав- 
ніх традиціях, Про цю тяглість традицій та 
культурного змісту говорив на відкритті 
виставки професор Андрій Нагачевський з 
Катедри української етнографії im. Кулів 
Відділу модерних мов та культурологічних 
студій, Альбертський університет. «Укра- 
їнська громада, як і багато інших етнічних 
громад, — сказав д-р Нагачевський, - має 
тісний зв'язок з минулим. Тому нема нічого 
дивного в тому, що ця виставка святкує 
минуле». Але минуле, як 1 зразки матері- 
яльної культури, які представляють його, 
завжди йде рука в руку зі змінами. Це 
можуть бути технологічні та технічні нова - 
торства, зміна смаків щодо вжитковості чи 
уявлень про красу, зміна свідомості, спри-- 
чинена змінами політичних обставин тощо. 
«І саме зміна, — наголосив у своєму виступі 
д-р Нагачевський, — приводить нас туди, де 
ми є тепер у сьогоденні.» 

Упродовж усіх років становлення й зміц-- 
нення української громади в Канаді фольк-- 
лорне мистецтво залишалося й далі заглиб-- 
леним у традиції та вміння, які привезли 
перші поселенці з України. Але, що цікаво 
відзначити, воно не тільки втримувалося та 
продовжувалося, але зазнало неймовірного 
злету технічної майстерності: чи в писанні 
писанок, чи в ткацтві або вишиванні, чи в 
печенні короваїв тощо. Про цей зв'язок 
минулого й сучасного відзначала у своїй 
розповіді мені про цікаві експонати вис- 
тавки одна з її організаторів, пані Надя 
Цинцар, голова музейного комітету Музею 
Ліги українських католицьких жінок KaHa— 


автохтонних народів Альберти Євген Звоздецький. Символічну стрічку тримають 


Стефанія Геврик та Софійка Семенко. 
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Незвичайне мистецтво звичайного народу 


Виставка експонатів матеріальної культури українців з п'ятьох музеїв Едмонтона 


За Різдвяним столом сидять зліва направо: Марія Гошко, Христина Когут, Мішель Трейсі, 
Надя Цинцар, Неллі Сенів, Зоня Лазарович, Люба Куць. Стоять зліва направо: Валерій 
Семенко, др. Андрій Нагачевський, Лінда Ценг, голова УНО Юрко Йопик, голова ОУК 
Люба Бойко-Белл, Ліда Лагола, Богдан Черевик, Мирослав Куць та Левко Залуцький. 


Після офіційного відкриття виставки в залі УНО, присутні могли детально оглянути 
експонати та пригоститися перекускою. 


ди (ЛУКЖ), Едмонтонська єпархія. Пані 
Трейсі, президент УКАМА, підкреслювала, 
що коли дивитись на експонати цієї вистав-- 
ки, то можна пересвідчитися, що «україн- 
сько-канадська культура пульсує життям, 
зростає і процвітає». «Все що нам потрібно, 
— це шукати нових джерел натхнення для 
творчості», — сказала вона. 

Поступово, з роками українське фольк-- 
лорне мистецтво Канади все більше наби-- 
рає загально-канадського характеру. Це 
мистецтво віддзеркалює зусилля українців 
на їхній обраній батьківщині, їхню напо- 
легливість, лояльність та глибоку віру. Во- 
но представляє громаду - — 3 її злетами Ta 
падіннями та українців як громадян країни: 
зі свідомим та самобутнім баченням світу, 
з внутрішньою силою та переконаністю, з 
чіткою метою. Таким мистецтвом можна 
захоплюватися усім канадцям, можна от- 
римувати насолоду та натхнення, можна 
наслідувати. Такому мистецтву належить 
місце в музеях. 

Купуючи, зберігаючи та виставляючи 
твори фольклорного мистецтва, музеї, 
культурні осередки та приватні особи де- 
монструють своє визнання того, що фольк - 
лорне мистецтво - - це культурне надбання, 
яке належить не лише народу, який його 
створив, але цілому світові. Варто згадати 
лише кілька імен, як відомі родини зі Спо-- 
лучених Штатів Америки -- Рокфелери, 
ДюПонти чи Вітні, котрі ще в ранніх 20-х 
роках минулого століття були власниками 
безцінних збірок творів фольклорного 
мистецтва. Ці збірки знаходяться тепер у 
таких нью-йоркських музеях, як Метро- 
політен, Вітні та Музей модерного мис-- 
тецтва. Українська громада могла б воло-- 
діти незліченними фольклорними CKapOa— 
ми, але лише поодинокі особи розуміють 
важливість справи їхнього збереження, тому 
багато виробів втрачено через брак свідо- 
мості чи й просто байдужіть пересічних осіб. 

У своєму виступі міністр у справах aBTO— 
хтонних народів Альберти Євген Звоздець - 
кий підкреслив, що без музеїв наша історії 
не була б такою, яка вона є. «Музеї демон-- 
струють, що являє собою наша культура, 
— сказав він, — 1 без збереження цих екс-- 


понатів, утримування цих експонатів, ми б 
ніколи не мали такого багатства та повноти 
нашої славної української культури». 
Оплесками зустріли присутні побажання 
пана Звоздецького, щоб нарешті i Королів-- 
ський музей Альберти влаштував окрему 
виставку українських експонатів, «щоб 
показати решті світу, що саме є наша 
культура». 

За словами доктора Нагачевського, май-- 
бутнє української громади — це праця разом. 
Майбутнє українських музеїв у цій громаді 
— також залежить від спільної праці. 

Виставка «Від нашої минущини -- до 
нашого сьогодення», спонсорована yupa— 
вою Українського національного об'єднан-- 
ня (YHO) та Організацією українок Канади 
(OYK), відбулася в Едмонтоні 6-9 лис- 
топада 2008 р. у приміщенні УНО. У вис- 
тавці взяли участь: Українсько-канадський 
архів-музей Альберти; Музей Ліги ykpa— 
їнських католицьких жінок Канади, Ед- 
монтонська єпархія; Український музей 
Канади, Альбертський відділ, Союз ykpa— 
їнок Канади; Музей Катедри української 
етнографії їм. Кулів, Відділ модерних мов 
та культурологічних студій, Альбертський 
університет; Королівський музей Альбер-- 
ти. Також були представлені експонати з 
приватних збірок Богдана Черевика, 
Мирослава та Люби Куців, Ліди Лаголи та 
Василя Залуцького. Окремо були пред- 
ставлені Різдвяний стіл, який вміло підго-- 
тували Марія Гошко та Надя Цинцар, і ат-- 
рибутика українського Свят-вечора, яку 
дбайливо прикрасили Надя Цинцар, Mupo— 
слав Куць, Леся Петрів та Юрко Иопик. 

Приблизно 700-800 осіб, включно зі 
школярами, відвідали виставку. На 
підтримку розвитку українських музеїв 
було зібрано $4,135.00. Особливо були 
вдячні організатори виставки учням YK— 
раїнської двомовної програми школи ім. 
Болвіна (учителька - - п. Люба Іщенко), які 
зібрали між собою по дорозі на виставку і 
подарували 86 дол., та студентам Курсів 
українознавства ім. І. Франка (директор- - 
п. Лілія Суха) за їхній дарунок у сумі 100 

дол. 
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Shumka dazzles with sheer artistry 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers once again put on 
a dazzling display of acrobatics and 
sheer artistry as they presented theor 
ninth annual “Red Boots, Ballet and 
Bubbly” New Works Gala at the 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Audito- 
rium, Nov. 22. 

The works presented included 
“Summertime Dreams: Lullaby for 
a Lifetime”, “Carpathian Climes” 
and “Vechornytsi 3 — Life is a 
Cabaret!”. 

“Summertime Dreams”, featur- 
ing the music of Alexis Kochan’s 
“Dream (Oi khodyt’ son kolo 
vikon)” and George Gershwin’s 
“Summertime”, brings together an 
international collaboration of artists 
including Shumka, Kochan of 
Winnipeg, Junetta Jamerson of the 
Alberta Black Pioneer Heritage 
Singers and Viktor Lytvynov of 
Kyiv’s National Ballet and Opera of 
Ukraine. 

This work, choreographed by 
Lytvynoy, conceived and directed 
by Gordon Gordey, tells of the uni- 
versal responsibility to protect the 
children of the world. The haunting 
similarities between the music and 
lyrics of a very old Ukrainian 
lullaby, and those of " Summer- 
time”, speak to the promises that 
every parent makes to his child, 
from the moment that first lullaby 
is sung. 

The closing moments of the 
dance, during which we hear the 
actual battle sounds of an ambush 
in Afghanistan, reflect upon the fact 
that, every day, the loss of 
someone’s child is a reality in areas 
of conflict around the globe. 

“Carpathian Climes” is a dy- 
namic work whose intricate rhythms 
are infused with the spirit of the 
Carpathian peoples; this dance is 
one of intensity and energy, woven 
through music and movement. 

Ukrainian composer, Andriy 
Shoost, imbues this musical creation 
with historic authenticity, using tra- 
ditional Carpathian instruments 
such as the tsymbaly (hammered 
dulcimer), the sopilka (mountain 
flute), the drymba (mouth harp) and 
the trembita (mountain horn), setting 
it within a contemporary sound- 
scape. 

“Carpathian Climes” was cho- 


reographed by Dave Ganert and 
conceived by Gordey. 

“Vechornytsi 3” is the third in- 
stallment of what has proven to be a 
very popular feature of Shumka’s 
performances — the fusion of 
Zabaya music and dance 

Culminating ina traditional-style 
Hopak, this variety-show sensation 
of traditional and contemporary 
numbers comes complete with sing- 
ers, live music, and new dance cre- 
ations of inventive choreography. 

Among the highlights were 
“Chaban”, “The Devil Went Down 
to Vegreville” Musical Director 
Brian Cherwick’s own take on the 
country classic where the violin duel 
is replaced with tsymbaly, and a 
medley of gospel songs by 
Jamerson, including favourites such 
as “Steal Away” and “Keeping Me 
Alive”. 

Jamerson is a fifth-generation 
descendant of a very musical Black 
American family that settled in 
Junkins, Alberta. 

Among her many community 
endeavours, Junetta is also a musi- 
cal historian. She is the founder and 
director of the Edmonton-based 
Black Pioneer Heritage Singers, a 
gospel group dedicated to ргезегу- 
ing the style of vocalizing and mu- 


Counterclockwise ‘from Top Right: ‘ 
Climes”, "Норак", “Vechornytsi 3 


sicianship that Alberta’s Black pio- 
neers brought with them from the 
southern United States nearly a сеп- 
tury ago. 

Special guest artists were the 
male vocal quintet “Re Minor’. 

The hosts for the evening were 
Lorraine Mansbridge and Sen. 
Tommy Banks. 

First Lady of Ukraine, Kateryna 
Yushchenko, was this year’s 
Honourary Patron 

This year Shumka also presented 
the inaugural Distinguished Friend 
of Shumka award to long-time 
friend and supporter, Colin 
MacLean. 

Colin had a brilliant career as one 
of Alberta’s \best known and most 
distinguished, television and radio 
broadcasters. Colin’s original back- 
ground was in acting, and he re- 
ceived formal training in radio and 
television arts from Ryerson. In his 
career, Colin flourished as an out- 
standing journalist, arts critic, movie 
reviewer and raconteur. 

Shumka, Canada’s only profes- 
sional Ukrainian dance company, 
and cultural and performing arts 
icon, is a self-governing charitable 
society established in Edmonton in 
1959. 


‘Summertime Dreams”, “Carpathian 


— Life is a Cabaret!”’. 
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"Ukrainian Daughters' Cookbook" 


This book embodies the colour 

і and richness of Ukrainian 
tradition. It features recipes and 

| customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our 
unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, 
Easter dishes, a 9-page section 
on how to make Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs, plus cross stitch designs 
and wonderful holiday breads. 
Price: $19.95 plus $5.00 for postage 
& handling, US & International 
orders payable in US found. 


UKRAINIAN | 
DAUGHTERS’ 
COOKBOOK 


Please make cheque or money 
order payable to: 

Ukrainian Women's Association 
1920 Toronto Street 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

Canada S4P 1M8 


For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel.: 1-306-586-5590 
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CHATEAU LOUIS HOTEL 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


Сімдесят п'ять літ минуло від 
тих страших подій, а самі українці 
й досі не знають, скільки вимерло 
люду у ті голодні роки - 7 чи 10 
мільйонів, а може й багато біль- 
ше... Десятиліттями жахливу 
правду приховували від світу, і 
лише тепер штучний голодомор в 
Україні, організований сталінсь-- 
ким режимом в 1932-33 рр., 
нарешті визнається провідними 
країнами планети як один з най- 
страхітливіших злочинів, вдієний 
супроти людства. Офіційно виз- 
нано український голодомор 1 
урядом Канади, великою мірою, 
завдяки невтомним зусиллям міс-- 
цевої української громади, що 
збирала і публікувала матеріали, 
організовувала конференції, фі- 
нансувала документальні фільми 
та влаштовувала вечори пам'яті 
жертв голодомору. 

До найвеличніших цьогорічних 
--акцій, безперечно, належить i 

меморіальний концерт "Голодо- 

Mop”, що відбувся 18 жовтня в 

Runnymede United Church, в 

Торонто. Організований зусилля- 

ми відомого диригента Квітки 

Зорич-Кондрацької, концерт 

об'єднав не лише провідні україн- 

ські колективи, серед яких є жіно- 
чий хор Веснівка, Чоловічий Ка- 
мерний Хор (обидва під керів- 
ництвом К. Зорич-Кондрацької), 
та хор Musicus Bortniankii (керів- 
ник Мирон Максимів), а й такі ви- 
датні канадські виконавські сили 
як професійний хор Elmer Iseler 

Singers (диригент Лидія Адамс), 

та знамените інструментальне 

The Gryphon Trio. Програму кон- 

церту, що складалася виключно з 

творів українських композиторів, 

можна б назвати українською 
музичною антологією скорботи та 
болю. I все ж, музика була да- 
лекою від одноманітності: навпа- 
ки, відрізнялася багатством від- 
тінків емоцій та почуттів. В першу 
чергу, цьому сприяв широкий 
часовий, а, отже, і стильовий діа- 
пазон музики: від 18 століття аж 


LAWYERS 


до наших днів. Так, благородна 
піднесеність почуттів у хоровому 
Концерті ХХХІ геніального 
українського класика Дмитра 
Бортнянського сусідувала з сер- 
дечною теплотою та ліричною 
задушевністю Панахиди Кирила 
Стеценка; абстрактна відчуже- 
ність образів хорового диптиху 
"Біле Різдво" Михайла Стариць- 
кого контрастувала з зосеред- 
жено-сумовитим настроєм твору 
Якова Яциневича "У Царстві 
Твоїм та вибуховим драматизмом 
Пісні Євгена Станковича з його 
"Панахиди за померлими з голо- 
Oy”; строге, підкреслено архаїзо- 
ване письмо "Притчі про хліб і 
голод? Віктора Камінського від- 
тінювало експресивно-загострені 
звучання хору Григорія Цицалюка 
"Спить і здригається рідна зем- 
ля", і фрескову, майже зорову ви- 
разність композиції "Стражден- 
на мати" Анатолія Гайденка. Ic- 
тотно збагатило палітру загалом 
хорової програми і залучення ін- 
струментальних барв, завдяки 
участі вже згаданого The Gryphon 
Trio у складі Анналі Патіпатана- 
кун (скрипка), Романа Бориса 
(віолончель), та Джеймі Паркера 
(фортепіано). Тут варто особливо 
відзначити дві композиції, замов- 
лені спеціально до даного концер- 
ту. Ламенто" талановитої львів- 
ської композиторки Богдани Фро- 
ляк для скрипки, віолончелі та 
фортепіано, що, за визначенням 
авторки, "відображає різні емо- 
ційні стани - від тихого болю, 
через драматичні спалахи, до про- 
світлення і тиші", відрізнялося ба- 
гатством і привабливістю інтона- 
ційного матеріалу та вражаючими 
тембро-регістровими ефектами. 
"Триптих: Пам'яті жертв 
Голодомору 1932-33" визначного 
українсько-канадського компози- 
тора з Торонто Зеновія Лавриши- 
на надзвичайно вдало поєднав 
майстерність хорового письма з 
промовистими без слів інструмен- 
тальними інтерлюдіями, знову ж 


АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA LAW 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS 


ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


DENTISTS 
HTUCTU 
Dr. C. Ж 


7110, 10910 - 105 Амепие 
Edmonton, AB T5H 0L3 


For appointments please call: 
(780) 420-1510 


Говоримо по-українському 


MASSAGE 


WE 


DENTURISTS 
HEAT YPUCTU 


HOLYK'S 


DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
Katherine M. Holyk - Denturist 


12123 -54 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5W 3N4 


Ph: (780) 477-3674 


YURIY TEREKHOVSKYY 
Registered Massage Therapist / Medical Doctor (Ukraine) 


Clinical, Sport, Relaxation Massage * Deep Tissue « Professional Touch 


780.756.4443 


Говорю 
no українськи 


- 780.709.3655 
yuriyter@yahoo.ca 
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Меморіальний концерт до 75-тих роковин Голодомору 


Учасники концерту пам'яті жертв голодомору. 


таки, у натхненному виконанні 
учасників The Gryphon Trio. Без- 
перечно, найбільша заслуга нале-- 
жить диригентам - Л. Адамс, М. 
Максиміву та К. Зорич-Кон- 
драцькій, що доклали величезних 
зусиль у підготовці такої об'ємної 
і технічно складної програми. 
Особливі слова подяки хочеться 


висловити всім учасникам хору 
Elmer Iseler Singers: їхня укра- 
їнська вимова була справді дуже 
добре опрацьованою. Прикрасили 
програму і емоційні вокальні соло 
Катерини Чубар 1 Тараса Хмеля. 

Концерт пам'яті жертв голодо- 
мору знову і знову переконав усіх 
присутніх, що мистецтво, і особ- 


ливо музика, є найглибшим pesep— 
вуаром людської пам'яті: вона не 
лише конденсує емоції у пластич - 
но виразні образи, а й пробуджує 
у слухачів найпотаємніші пласти 
свідомості i примушує до спів- 

переживання та співчуття. 
Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
доктор музикології 


Нова в Україні Програма Дослідження Сучасної 
Історії України та Суспільства im. Петра Яцика 


Програма базуватиметься на основі трьох уні- 
верситетів: Університету Альберти, Українського 
Католицького Університету та Львівського Націо- 
нального Університету ім. Івана Франка. 

"Уперше в історії Освітньої Фундації Петра Яцика 
Програма створена між університетами двох країн, 
двох батьківщин покійного Петра Яцика: Канади, 
землі нових можливостей і України, де він наро- 
дився, каже Надя Яцик, Президент Фундації. 

Д-р Зенон Когут, Директор Канадського 
Інституту Українських Студій (СПО), Університету 
Альберти, подає слідуюче: 

Як директор Канадського Інституту Українських 
Студій, я би хотів повідомити який вплив матиме 
створення нової Програми Дослідження Сучасної 
Історії України та Суспільства ім. Петра Яцика. 

Перш за все це укріпить роль КТУС на Заході як 
такого, що завжди подає об'єктивну інформацію про 
Україну та українців, впливає на формування 
міжнародної думки та служить мостом між Укра- 
їною i рештою світу. 

Усе це було і є можливим через уділення стипендій 
та грантів студентам і науковцям, а також підтримка 
чисельних конференцій, наукових та освітніх 
інституцій, шкіл, музеїв, інтернет проектів, перек- 
ладів, археологічних експедицій, програм обміну та 
міжнародного партнертва. 

По-друге, ця Програма постійно змінюватиме 
обличчя нашого Інституту. Як відомо, КТУС фоку- 
сував свої дослідження здебільшого на середньо- 
вічному та ранньому сучасному періодах українсь- 
кої історії. Даючи пожертву на заснування Дослід- 
ницького Центру при КТУСІ, його засновник Петро 
Яцик висловив надію, що у майбутньому Центр 
зможе осягнути вивчення також і сучасної історії. 


Наша нова Програма допоможе зреалізувати ці спо- 
дівання, що особливо важливо з огляду на постійні 
зміни, що відбуваються в українському суспільстві. 
Здобуття незалежності, побудова демократичного 
суспільства, Помаранчева революція - усе це під- 
тверджує потребу дослідження сучасної України. 

Створення нової програми також дасть нового 
поштовху у Канадсько-Українських відносинах 1 
зміцнить майбутню співпрацю між науковцями не 
лише Канади і України, а й цілого світу. Програма 
Сучасної Історії базуватиметься на основі трьох 
університетів: двох провідних універстетів України 
- Львівського Національного Університету ім. Івана 
Франка та Українського Католицького Універ- 
ситету і канадійського Університету Альберти. 
Очолюватиме Програму Дослідження Сучасної 
Історії України та Суспільства ім. Петра Яцика, яка 
розташовуватиметься у Львові, історик міжнарод- 
ного визнання, Д-р Ярослав Грицак. 

Нова програма перебирає на себе видання одного 
3 набільш важливого українського історичного жур- 
налу Україна Модерна, який присвячений історії 19- 
20 століття, а також підтримуватиме обіцяючих 
молодих істориків та пропагуватиме історичну ос- 
віту в українських університетах. Професор Грицак 
разом із науковцями КТУСу та Центром Яцика, що 
в Університеті Альберта, разом вибиратимуть теми 
досдіджень сучасної історії України. 

Я хочу висловити свою подяку Освітній Фундації 
Петра Яцика та особисто Наді Яцик за цей неоці- 
ненний дар. Наслідуючи свого батька, успішна у 
бізнесі та щедрий філантроп Надя є винятковим 
зразком співпраці поколінь у пропагуванні українсь- 
кої науки і освіти та збереженні української куль- 
тури та ідентичності. 


Під час святкової інавгурації Програми. Зліва на право: Надя Яцик, Президент Освітньої Фундації 
Петра Яцика; Доктор Зенон Когут, директор Канадського Інституту Українських Студій 
Університету Альберти; Олена Данилейко, дружина почесного консула України в Канаді; Олександр 
Данилейко, почесний Консул України в Канаді; Доктор Френк Сисин, Канадський Інститут Українських 


Студій Університету Альберти. 


Left to Right: Back Row: Minister Pat Bell-BC Minister of Forest and Range, Premier Stelmach, Kayla Cherkas, 


Premier Campbell, Stephanie Mynen, Martha Melnyk-Yalenka Dance Instructor, Peter Bihun, Minister Shirley 
Bond-BC Minister of Education. Front Row: Brenden Kuzma and Taylor Cherkas. 


Yalenka perform for 
Premiers Stelmach, Campbell 


(Yalenka Ukrainian Cultural Club)—The Yalenka 
Ukrainian Dancers based in Prince George, BC per- 
formed for Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach and British 
Columbia Premier Gordon Campbell as well as vari- 
ous cabinet ministers from both provinces on Sept. 30th 
at the “2008 B.C.-Alberta Joint Cabinet Meeting’ held 
in Prince George, BC. 

This year Yalenka is celebrating a milestone of 30 
years in the community 

“We are very proud of this milestone and wish to 
share this with the rest of our Ukrainian community 
right across Canada. We felt this was a wonderful op- 
portunity to showcase to you who we are and what 
Yalenka is all about,” said Dean Cherkas, President of 
the Yalenka Ukrainian Cultural Society, which is the 
parent organization for the dancers. 

The Yalenka Ukrainian Cultural Club has been in 
Prince George for 30 years, offering a wide range of 
Ukrainian cultural activities to local Ukrainians and 
non-Ukrainians alike. The cultural activities share the 
culture, language, art, dance, clothing, and culinary tra- 
ditions of Ukraine include the artistic, culinary and 
dance traditions that celebrated throughout the year in 


both Ukraine and Canada. Ukrainian New Year is cel- 
ebrated annually with the Malanka Celebrations in 
January, and the Easter season is celebrated with 
colourful pysanky decorating) Membership with 
Yalenka is open to all members of the community. 

Dance classes run Wednesday evenings from Sep- 
tember to May culminating with our annual Vesna 
(Spring) Concert in May. Yalenka dance club is made 
up of three age levels. The club encourages children at 
any age to come and try Ukrainian dance, dance expe- 
rience is not required at any of the levels. The dances, 
choreographed both by local instructors and instruc- 
tors from Edmonton, showcase the differences between 
different regions in Ukraine, highlighting clothing and 
dance technique variations. 

All dancers perform around Prince George at various 
events including the Festival of Trees, UNBC 
Timberwolves half-time show and Canada Day in the Park. 

Additionally, the senior dance group travels out-of- 
town to performances, festivals and competitions in- 
cluding Prince Rupert Malanka Celebrations, Grand 
Prairie Vitamo Festival, BC Ukrainian Cultural Festi- 
val, and Okanagan Ukrainian Festival. 


Ceremony honours survivors, 
victims of Ukrainian Holodomor 


By Matthew Van Dongen, St. Catharines Standard 

Nadia Kushniruk accepted her gift in tearful silence, 
but the message was loud and clear. 

Kushniruk is one of about 35 Niagara survivors of 
the Ukrainian Holodomor, a famine in 1932 and 1933 
now recognized in many countries as genocide. 

On Noy. 16, Niagara commemorated the 75th anni- 
versary of the Soviet-imposed famine that killed mil- 
lions of Ukrainians. 

Children delivered plaques to the 20 survivors who 
attended the memorial, along with a promise that а new 
generation of Ukrainian Canadians will not forget the 
Holodomor. 

“Tt’s important for us to remember the victims of this 


Sevastopol refuses to help finance 


first Ukrainian-language school 


(RFE/RL)—The Sevastopol City Council has voted 
against partially financing the construction of the first 
Ukrainian-language school in this Black Sea port, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. Of the more than 80 
schools in Sevastopol — which houses both the Ukrai- 
nian and the Russian Black Sea fleets — only three 
schools are bilingual, where some classes are taught in 
Ukrainian but the majority in Russian. There is no school 
in the city in which classes are only in Ukrainian. The 
Ukrainian government supports the establishment of the 
Ukrainian-language school and has authorized 5 million 
hryvni for its construction. By law, the local government 
must contribute 20 percent of the costs. 


tragedy, to remember the circumstances of their deaths 
and to tell their stories,” said Maryann Kobzan-Diakow, 
president of the local branch of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress. 

About 100 people gathered at the Black Sea Hall for 
the memorial, which included a candlelight prayer ser- 
vice, haunting choir performances and a short film on 
the tragedy. 

Ukrainians have always called the famine a deliber- 
ate attempt to literally kill resistance to Soviet rule 
through enforced starvation. 

Food and seeds were confiscated. Borders were 
closed to trade. Between seven million and 10 million 
people died. 

Canadians are finally learning about the tragedy, said 
Kobzan-Diakow, which was long dismissed as a myth 
by the U.S.S.R.’s communist regime. 

An International Remembrance Flame toured 17 Ca- 
nadian cities this spring, including St. Catharines in May. 

Canada’s Parliament officially recognized the 
Holodomor as a genocide soon afterwards. 

St. Catharines Mayor Brian McMullan attended the 
memorial, and praised efforts to spread awareness of 
this history. 

“The best way to prevent tragedies like this in the 
future is to learn from the past,” he said. 

St. Catharines MPP Jim Bradley agreed. 

“Ukrainians have always remembered, but the world 
has not always acknowledged,” Bradley said. 

“Today, it does.” 


2009 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


May 4-19; Jun 8-23; Jul 13-28; Aug 31-Sept.15; Oct 5-20 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 
feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, 
churches and monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, 
working artists, meeting and talking with people and shopping. 
These 2009 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 


airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus and 
admissions to events. 


_ Vancouver/Victoria $4995.  Edmonton/Calgary 54895. 
_ Saskatoon/Regina $4795. Winnipeg $4595. Toronto $4495. 
Prices are per person (double occupancy: Single occupancy: add $500.) (High Season July Tour. add 5400.) 
(Shoulder Season September Tour: add $200, )Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


Complete information on Website at: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or e-mail: ToursToUkraine@mts.net 


TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph; 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 

e counselling and advice 

е information, referral 

г translation and interpretation 

e assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


BGM personalized designs eee 


serving Albertans with dignity Tl 
for over 36 years ay iy 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car е Senior Citizen Discounts » Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


The first of its’ kind! 
A brilliant historical docu- 
mentary film in 4 parts about 
the history of Ukraine, made 
by noted film producer Jerzy | 
Hoffman,covers 4 chronolo- 
gical divisions of history from 
early times to the present. 
Highly informative, fast-paced 
and colorful, the film will be a 
welcome addition to your 
library! DVD has selectable 
language option: (English, 
Ukrainian, Polish, Russian), 
on 2 DVDs in North American 
format, 200 min. 


ITEM # TD125 $37.95 
plus shipping & GST 
send 543.79 to order 


HOPEMAN ЕМ. 


" A professionally-made, interesting, generally ba- 
lanced and informative documentary film that covers | 
all of Ukrainian history; It contains rare footage, 
good cinematography and Hoffman's perceptive 
summaries of distinct historical periods. Well-worth 
ene — Ss барною Orest Subtelny 
Professor, Author, “Ukraine, A History” 


2009 Ukrainian Music, Book & Gift Catalog 
is available now! Includes greeting cards, DVDs 
jewelry, children’s items, chocolates, embroidery, 
art, and much more! Call for a free copy. Ж 


ORDER TODAY 1-800-265-9858 ог www.yevshan.com 


YEVSHAN CORPORATION 16893 HYMUS BLVD., KIRKLAND, QUEBEC, CANADA H9H 3L4 


Lecture Group, Left to Right: Julia Stashuk, Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk, Profes- 
sor Natalie Kononenko (Peter and Doris Kule Chair of the Ukrainian 
Ethnography at the University of Alberta), Terry Stashuk, Kari Moore 
(President, Ukrainian Professional and Business Association. 


Rushnyky lecture 
presented in Victoria 


І 
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UWAC donates Holdomor 
children’s book to Alberta schools 


(UkrNews/UWAC) 
—The Ukrainian 
Women’s Association 
of Canada , Alberta 
Provincial Council its 
Holodomor Education 
Project, which invol- 
ves donating the chil- 
dren’s book “Enough” 
to libraries of all el- 
ementary schools in 
Alberta. 

“Enough” a folk tale 
picture book about one 
girl and her father and 
how they save one vil- 
lage from the Ukrai- 
nian Famine in the 
193078, It is written by 
talented Canadian Au- 
thor Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch and illus- 
trated by Michael 
Martchenko. 

Skrypuch was on 
hand to talk about the 
book. She related how 
she received death 
threats and harassing 


By Kari Moore phone calls when the 


Author Marsha Skrypuch with members of the Ukrainian Women’s Association of 
Canada, Alberta Provincial Council 


Victoria’s Ukrainian community celebrated another milestone on Oct. 
19 at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre by hosting Dr. Natalie Konenenko, 
Peter and Doris Kule Chair of the Ukrainian Ethnography at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta. as guest lecturer. This inaugural lecture on Cloths of Power: 
Ukrainian Rushnyky, is a historic milestone resulting from the establish- 

~ ment of a $54,000 Endowed Ukrainian Studies program at the University 
- of Victoria in 2006. 

This nucleus program consists of one Modern Ukraine course, one stu- 
dent scholarship, an annual lecture and limited library facilities. 

We are now appealing for continued BC community support for the 
endowment needs to grow to $100,000 in order to become fully opera- 
tional by enhancing the course program and additional scholarships, en- 
abling us to create the first viable Ukrainian educational centre in BC. 

In 2008, the University and Julia Stashuk from Vancouver, established 
the John Stashuk BC Endowment Fund, a satellite scholarship fund to be 
awarded to top students in Ukrainian related courses at. UVic. 

Tax receipted Ukrainian Studies Endowment .donations may be made 
to the University of Victoria, Development Office, University of Victoria, 
PO Box 3060 Victoria, BC V8W 3R4 or for information call the Depart- 
ment of Germanic and Slavic Studies, 250-721-7316 or email: 
geru@uvic.ca 


Nativity Story 


The Birth of Jesus Christ 
Performance in the Ukrainian 
language 


Performed by “SVITLO” 


under the patronage of 
The Cathedral of St. Volodymyr 


Show times 


Saturday December 13 - 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
Sunday December 14 -3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 


= UNF - 145 EVANS AVE 


For additional information please call 


416-294-7853 


Advance Tickets 


So-Use CU 
2265 Bloor St. 
416-76 575 
Buduchnist CU 


2280 Bloor St 
416-763-6883 


book was first published 


in 200; But it has also been very well 
received by the children themselves 
who relate to the characters. 

The \Holodomor Education 
Project is in keeping with one of its 
objectives of promoting reading and 
literacy and intended to promote in 
Canadian children an awareness, un- 
derstanding and appreciation about 
the ancestors of some of their citi- 
zens of Ukrainian background. 

Members of local UWAC 
branches throughout Alberta will be 
invited to assist in the distribution 
of the book in the 17 localities where 
branches exist. 

Skrypuch has published 11 books 
for a wide range of audiences — 
from picture books to young adult 


novels. With a strong sense of hope 
and a child-centered perspective, she 
tackles difficult, but important 
events in both Canadian and world 
history. Of particular interest to the 
Ukrainian community are her books 
about the internment of Ukrainians 
in Canada during World War I (Pris- 


oners in the Promised Land, Silver 
Threads), her anthology of Ukrai- 
nian stories, poems and memoirs 
(Kozbar’s Children), and her picture 
book about the Holodomor 
(Enough), which recently garnered 
her the Order of the Princess Olha, 
given by the President of Ukraine. 


Holodomor exhibit held in North York 


(LUC)—A Holodomor exhibit, sponsored by the League of Ukrainian 
Canadians and League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, was on display at 
the North York Civic Centre from Nov. 10 to Nov. 23. The exhibit 
Holodomor: Genocide by Famine was produced by the League of Ukrai- 
nian Canadians in cooperation with the Kyiv Memorial Society in Ukraine. 
The exhibit includes 101 panels ranging from opposition to collectiviza- 
tion; to why the genocide was organized; to how the genocide was orga- 
nized, including the blacklisting of villages, ban on travel, and export 


abroad; to why the Holodomor was indeed a genocide. 


The Nativity Story returns to Toronto 


(Nativity Story Producers)—Last 
year in December, just one week be- 
fore a major snow storm, St. Volody- 
myr Cultural Centre, in Oakville, pre- 
miered the very first production of its 
kind, the “Nativity Story”. Looking 
back at all the chain events leading 
up to the actual production we are 
happy to announce that we will be re- 
peating our production in 2008. 

The Nativity Story is a theatrical 
production where selected readings 
from the bible take the audience 
through a spiritual journey. It allows 
the audience to revisit the historic 
events that preceded the birth of 
Jesus Christ along with the gruesome 
events that followed. The bible read- 
ing gives the audience the opportu- 
nity to reflect upon God’s goodness 
and His love for mankind and it re- 
minds us of our Christian responsi- 
bly to love our neighbour. The 
production’s Liturgical music along 
with the Christmas carols reach out 
and touch the audiences’ emotions. 
Visually the expertly designed pe- 
riod costumes and the dramatically 
choreographed lighting can’t help 
but draw you into the story. 

About 5 years ago the producer, 
Katia Matkowskyj, saw this produc- 
tion at an Anglican Church and she 
was simply captivated by Ше sim- 
plicity of the message, the symbol- 
ism and format of the production. 
When she met the priest from this 
Anglican church and explained that 
she would like to take their script, 
for the sole purpose to have it trans- 
lated into Ukrainian and performed 


Semon holds Jesus 


for her Ukrainian community the 
priest replied, “But of course you 
can have the script, this is not my 
story, this a story that should be told 
to the whole world.” Interesting 
enough, this Anglican Church has 
been producing the same production 
for over 70 years, playing to a full 
house every evening. 

The premiere production had 
many eager enthusiasts who be- 
lieved and worked hard to ensure 
that this project became a reality, a 
list too long to put into print. These 
devoted individuals gave up their 
personal time and used their God 
given talents to make sure that this 
production could reach out to the 
entire Christian community. Our 
sponsors this year include: St. 
Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox 


Cathedral, So-Use Credit Union 
Limited, Knights of Columbus 
(Sheptysky Council # 5079), 
Buduchnist CU Foundation, Ukrai- 
nian Fraternal Society of Canada, 
SUS Foundation of Canada, Cardi- 
nal Funeral Homes, Troyanda Ca- 
tering, Kontakt and Svitohlad. 

The 2008 production of the “Na- 
tivity Story’ will be performed on 
the weekend of Dec 13 & 14 at the 
UNF Trident Hall (145 Evans Ave). 
Show times are 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.. 
Advanced tickets can be purchased 
at both Buduchnist Credit Union and 
at So-Use Credit Union Limited 
(Bloor locations) or on the day of 
the performance. This is a must see, 
this one hour show will allow you 
to experience the story of the birth 
of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 


Surviving members of the original Finance, Bingo and Building Committees and the original Board of Directors 


with the current President and Master of Ceremony. Left to Right: Jaroslaw Szewczuk (current President), 
Maria Iwanyshyn, Iryna Loszuk, Petro Dackiw, Josyf Krupa, Augustyn Podilsky, Hryhoriy Prockiw, Mychaylo 
Szmihelsky, Roman Brytan (Master of Ceremony). (Missing, Mr and Mrs. Duchnij, Stephen Romaniuk.) 


Youth Unity Complex members 
commended on 35th anniversary 


(UkrNews)— The founders and current members of 
the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton were 
commended for their work in maintaining Ukrainian 
culture as the centre celebrated its 35"" anniversary, Nov. 
il. 

“The Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre indeed serves 
as a strong example, of 35 years of leadership that has 
inspired a shared vision, and passionate commitment, 
to ensure that the people of all our communities in the 
Edmonton region have such a special gathering place,” 
said local MLA Janice Sarich, herself a fourth genera- 
tion Ukrainian Canadian. 

ЗТ am confident that everyone would be very proud 
of the immeasurable enrichment that your organiza- 
tion has brought to the lives of many who were fortu- 
nate over the years, to journey to the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Centre,” she added. 

As the celebration took place just two days after the 
Alberta Legislature unanimously passed Bill C-37 rec- 
ognizing the Holodomor as genocide, Sarich devoted 
much of her address to that subject. 

“For far too long, the true circumstances of that aw- 
ful time in history were unknown. 

“And what’s worse, when the facts emerged from 
the historical fog, there were those who disputed what 
later became so obvious; that the famine that hit the 
Ukraine in the early 1930s was not an act of God, but 
an act of evil, intended to eliminate a people who 
wanted nothing more than to be free and independent 
from oppression,” said Sarich, who represents the 
Edmonton-Decore constituency and also serves as Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education. 

“I'd like to think that we, as members of the Alberta 
Legislature, have taken a small step in healing that pain. 

“No longer will we deny the truth. 

“No longer will this community of such proud and 
rich heritage be subject to duplicitous interpretations 
of one of its most devastating national memories. 

“The Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33 was genocide. 
Period. And it’s time that all of us who value peace, 
tolerance, freedom and liberty proclaim it and remem- 
ber it as such,” she added. 

Deputy Government House Leader Gene Zwozdesky, 
who sponsored Bill C-37 received a hero’s welcome 
and singled out complex founder Peter Dackiw and 
current President Jaroslaw Szewezuk for their сопігі- 
bution to getting that legislation passed. 


Zwozdesky commented that Soviet leaders tried to 
kill us (Ukrainians) “but no one will ever kill our soul.” 

He also commended the Youth Unity Complex Board 
for their work with youth and culture. 

“Our culture is so beautiful, so deep, we even lack 
words to explain what we mean, but in our hearts the 
explanation is evident. Because we know that a few 
years ago it wasn’t as developed as today,” he said 
speaking in Ukrainian. 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council President Daria Luciw added her voice to the 
chorus. 

“Your vision, vigour and sacrifice, often at the ex- 
pense of those closest, was and is unique in all of 
Canada and maybe even in the Diaspora,” she said, 
speaking in Ukrainian. 

“You began your visionary project from scratch and, 
in а very short while, realized it — ona broad field this 
hall was opened and today is called the pearl of north 
Edmonton,” she added. 

Dackiw was given a special award, which he dedi- 
cated to those founders who have passed away. 

The evening included performances by the 
Verkhovyna School of Ukrainian Dance the Dunai En- 
semble and the Verkhovyna Choir. 

The Master of Ceremony was Roman Brytan. 

The Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in memory of 
General Roman Shukhevych - Taras Chuprynka first 
opened its doors on November 10, 1973. The goals and 
the objectives of the directors of the complex were to 
promote cultural, educational, sport and recreational fa- 
cilities for the Ukrainian Community in the City of 
Edmonton and to promote and foster the preservation and 
enhancement of the multicultural heritage of Canadians. 

Through the 35 years the Ukrainian Youth Complex 
has housed many organizations and their activities. It 
has been a centre for political, cultural, social, sport 
and educational activities of the Ukrainian community, 
especially for its youth. 

Today the Complex houses six organizations. These 
include: the League of Ukrainian Canadians, the League 
of Ukrainian Canadian Women, the Seniors Club, and 
the Ukrainian Youth Association (SUM), which also 
includes the Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and Dance 
Ensemble and Verkhovyna School of Ukrainian Dance. 
Membership of the complex and its member organiza- 
tions totals over 400. 
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Dunai Dancers performiing. 
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Moscow patriarchate church 
calls Holodomor “genocide” 


(The Kyiv Post)—The Ukrainian Orthodox Church subordinate to the 
Moscow Patriarchate has condemned the artificial famine of 1932-33 in 
Ukraine as genocide, while Russian President Dmitry Medvedev said he 
will not travel to Kyiv to honor the millions of victims of the manmade 
catastrophe. 

“This genocide was an attempt to destroy the very soul of the people, to 
bring them into full spiritual slavery,” reads a Nov. 14 statement by the 
UOC’s ruling council: the ten-metropolitan Holy Synod led by Kyiv Met- 
ropolitan Volodymyr. In ecclesiastical terms, Volodymyr’s church is un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church led by Patriarch Aleksei 
Il. 

Meanwhile, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev wrote his Ukrainian 
counterpart Victor Yushchenko that “my participation in the events planned 
for the 75th anniversary of the so-called holodomor is impossible,” in a 
letter published on the Kremlin’s website on Nov. 14. 

In his letter Medvedev wrote that “the tragic events of the 1930s are 
being used in Ukraine in order to achieve instantaneous and conformist 
political goals,” Russia Today reported on Novy. 14. 

Medvedev went on to say the famine of 1932-33 “was not targeted at 
exterminating of any single nation. 

Medvedev also offered his own interpretation of a draft bill Yushchenko 
has tabled on Holdomor denial. 


“Judging by this... ‘one-sided logic’ any Ukrainian who proclaims that — 


not only Ukrainians but also Russians, Kazakhs, and Belarusians died in 
that period is a criminal,” Medvedev interpreted the bill. 

“Difficult pages of our history undoubtedly need comprehensive pon- 
dering. But this is only possible on the basis of objective professional 
research,” Medvedev stressed. 

Yushchenko invited to Medvedev to take part in memorial services and 
a candlelight vigil scheduled for Nov. 22. 
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Norway 1-0 in friendly 


Yevhen Seleznyov scored a first-half penalty Wednesday for Ukraine 
to beat 10-man Norway 1-0 ina friendly, Nov. 19, reports The Associated 
Press. 

Serhiy Nazarenko broke down the left flank and into the box before he 
was fouled to win the spot kick. Seleznyovy put the ball past goalkeeper 
Jon Knudsen, who dived left, in the 26th minute. 

Norway was reduced to 10 men in the 50th. John Arne Riise kicked the 
ball into the referee’s back after a decision in Ukraine’s favor. After con- 
sulting his assistant, the referee showed Riise a red card. 

Ukraine coach Alexiy Mikhailychenko said he used the match to give a 
chance to players at home. 

“Today we tested players from the Ukrainian league,” Mikhailychenko 
said. “It was impossible to reach complete understanding between the 
players in just two days.” 

Fredheim Holm had an early chance for Norway, but his header off 
Riise’s corner shaved a post in the eighth minute. 

Two minutes later, Knudsen blocked Volodymyr Gomeniuk’s header. 

Ukraine wasted several more scoring opportunities in the first half. 


Ukraine government 
dissolves Euro 2012 agency 


Ukzaine’s government is dissolving an agency overseeing preparations 
for Euro 2012 after European soccer body UEFA complained that it was 
inefficient, deputy Роше Minister Ivan Vasyunyk said on Nov. 19, re- 
ported Reuters. 

Vasyunyk, quoted by local news agencies after a cabinet meeting, said 
the agency headed by a former cabinet minister would be replaced by a 
50-strong “coordinating bureau” responsible to the government. 

Ukraine, which is co-hosting the championship with Poland, has repeat- 
edly come under fire for being slow to tackle the mammoth tasks required 
to modernise stadiums, hotels and transport networks. 

UEFA President Michel Platini has made two visits to Kyiv this year 
and UEFA warned the two countries in September that their role as hosts 


could be in jeopardy if they did not make “the necessary efforts”. 


The president of Ukraine’s soccer federation, Grigory Surkis, told Ukrai- 
nian media: “UEFA has consistently stressed that it is not happy with the 
agency’s work.” 

In Warsaw, Polish Sports Minister Miroslaw Drzewiecki said he was 
unconcerned by what he saw as a technical shake-up. 

“T am not worried by this at all. The decision is just an adjustment to the 
requirements and expectations of UEFA,” Drzewiecki told TVP Info news 
channel. “Their wish was for Ukraine to implement a similar model to the 
one we have in Poland.” 

Senior Ukrainian, Polish and UEFA officials were upbeat the previous 
week about preparations for Euro 2012 and said the two ex-communist 
neighbours would be successful hosts. 

The cabinet meeting also endorsed technical and financial specifica- 
tions for the renovation of Kyiv’s main stadium at an estimated cost of 
more than two billion Бгуупіаз (059340 million). 

Both countries have had problems building or renovating stadiums — 
Kyiv lost a year through legal wrangling over an adjacent shopping centre 
and then switched general designers. 
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Match report by Paul Saffer 

(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
will compete in the UEFA Cup next 
year having clinched third place in 
UEFA Champions League Group C 
with a comfortable defeat of FC 
Basel 1893. 

Jadson was the Ukrainian side’s 
hero with a hat-trick, breaking the 
deadlock in the 32nd minute. 
Willian’s superb solo effort made it 
2-0 early in the second half and 
Jadson scored twice in quick suc- 
cession to kill of any lingering Basel 
hopes, substitute Yevgen Seleznoy 
adding a fifth to complete 
Shakhtar’s record win in UEFA club 
competition win, equalling the big- 
gest European reverse for an elimi- 
nated Basel side who lost by the 
same scoreline at home to FC 
Barcelona on Matchday 3. 

Home coach Mircea Lucescu had 
rung the changes in the absence of 
centre-back Dmytro Chygrynskiy 
and right-winger Ilsinho through 
injury plus suspended striker 
Brandao, Luiz Adriano leading the 
line with support from Willian, 
Jadson and Fernandinho. That lat- 
ter pair, on target when Shakhtar 
won 2-1 at Basel on Matchday 1, 
nearly combined to open the scor- 
ing in the first five minutes tonight. 
However, after Jadson swept the 
ball wide, Fernandinho’s effort was 
tipped over by Franco Costanzo. 

Basel were finding it tough to get 
to grip with the pitch after heavy 
rain this\afternoon in Donetsk, 
young Eren Derdiyok seeing little 
of the ball up front in the early 
stages. Costanzo had to be alert, 
though, dealing well with a sting- 
ing Darijo Sra free-kick. Willian 
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Tiikraine beats 10-man | Jadson seals Shakhtar consolation 


Toma Hiibschman (left) challenges Basel Eduardo. 


then shot wide but two minutes past 


the half-hour, when it seemed Basel 


Christian Gross’s visitors pushed 
forward and worried the Shakhtar 


had weathered the storm, Shakhtar defence but soon found themselves 


struck. Toma 
a fine ball from the left which 
Olexiy Gai turned back for Jadson 
to sweep in from outside the box. 
Shakhtar remained on top, although 
goalkeeper Andriy Pyatov was 
tested in first-half added time by a 
long Eduardo effort. 

The second half began in breath- 
less fashion, both teams having a 
shot blocked on the line; Valentin 
Stocker for Basel and Fernandinho 
at the other end. Five minutes past 
the interval, Willian doubled the 
Shakhtar lead, cutting in from the 
left-hand touchline and jinking past 
several defenders before curling the 
ball inside the far post past 
Costanzo’s despairing dive. 


Hiibschman send in three down. A flowing counterat- 


tack was brought to Gatton when 
William set free Srna on the left and 
his low cross was tapped in at the 
far post by Jadson. The 25-year-old 
Brazilian completed his hat-trick 
seven minutes later, playing the ball 
out left for Willian, whose cross al- 
lowed Jadson to produce another 
emphatic finish. 

Now it was time for a Ukrainian 
national to get in on the act and 
Seleznov did just that with a left- 
footed finish from just inside the 
box. So while Shakhtar will enter the 
UEFA Cup Round of 32 draw on 19 
December, Basel’s European season 
will end ten days previously at home 
to Sporting Clube de Portugal. 


Bendtner redeems Arsenal at the death 


Match report by Simon Hart 

(UEFA)—Nicklas Bendtner’s 
87th-minute strike carried Arsenal 
FC into the last 16 of the UEFA 
Champions League with a narrow 
1-0 victory over FC Dynamo Kyiv, 
Nov. 26. 

Just when the Group G leaders 
looked consigned to a second suc- 
cessive home stalemate, the substi- 
tute latched on to a long ball upfield 
by captain Cesc Fabregas, held off 
a challenge from Pape Diakhate, 
and lashed the ball past Stanislav 
Bogush. 

It was an unusually direct ap- 
proach from Arsene Wenger’s теп, 
who had struggled to create clear 
Opportunities against a Dynamo 
side now left to fight for third place 
after this reverse. Things got even 
worse for Yuri Semin’s team in the 
dying seconds as they lost Olexandr 
Aliyev to a straight red card for 
pushing referee Alain Hamer out of 
his path as he tried to take a free- 
kick. 

If the night ended with Bendtner 
the hero, it began with young Mexi- 
can attacker Carlos Vela making his 
first UEFA Champions League start 
for Arsenal and he was the archi- 
tect of the game’s opening chance. 
Collecting a Fabregas pass out on 
the right, he slipped the ball be- 
tween two blue shirts to pick out 
Aaron Ramsey’s run. The teenager 
failed to take full advantage, how- 
ever, his effort on the stretch de- 
flecting off Diakhate and over the 
crossbar. 

Dynamo fielded two recognised 
forwards in Ismaél Bangoura and 
Artem Mileyskiy but the latter was 
invariably found further back, form- 
ing a five-man midfield as the visi- 
tors sat deep and invited Arsenal to 
try and open them up. Yet Arsenal, 
with a narrow midfield three of 


William Gallas is denied by Stanislav Bogush. 


Ramsey, Fabregas and Denilson — 
playing ahead of the holding 
Alexandre Song — struggled to 
pick holes in the packed Dynamo 
defence despite a 67 per cent share 
of first-half possession. 

Robin van Persie offered the prin- 
cipal goal threat, driving in a couple 
of wicked in swinging free-kicks — 
one fisted away by Dynamo goal- 
keeper Bogush, the other kneed 
over the crossbar by Mikaél 
Silvestre. A break down the left by 
Gaél Clichy almost brought a break- 
through just before the half-hour 
when the left-back’s low cross 
evaded a line of blue shirts and 
reached Ramsey but the Welshman 
shot wildly over. With the interval 
approaching, Dynamo then nearly 
grabbed the lead against the run of 
play after a mistake by William 
Gallas. Recalled to the side, 
Arsenal’s deposed captain lost the 
ball to Bangoura out by the 
touchline. The Dynamo No10 took 
the ball into the box but crashed it 
against the near post, to Gallas’s 
undoubted relief. 

Gallas did have the ball in the 


Dynamo net on the stroke of half- 
time but was ruled offside. The 
Frenchman was involved again 
moments after the restart, albeit this 
time to inadvertently block a close- 
range Van Persie drive after the 
Dutchman, capitalising on a 
Fabregas free-kick into the area, had 
seen his first attempt charged down 
by Milevskiy. With FC Porto lead- 
ing at Fenerbahce SK, Dynamo now 
needed a goal and their ambition 
increased accordingly, Bangoura 
firing wide before Aliyev sent in a 
shot that Manuel Almunia gathered 
at the second attempt. 

The atmosphere grew increas- 
ingly nervy as Dynamo’s forwards 
played their neat triangles around 
the Arsenal box and with 14 min- 
utes remaining, Almunia came to 
the hosts’ rescue by charging down 
Milevskiy’s shot after the striker 
found himself with just the Span- 
iard to beat. Moments earlier 
Wenger had sent on 16-year-old 
Jack Wilshere for his first UEFA 
Champions League appearance, but 
it was his other substitute Bendtner 
who would make the difference. 
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Anew Ukrainian-Russian gas confrontation 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Just 
when the outlook for normalization 
in the Ukrainian-Russian gas rela- 
tionship appeared on the horizon, 
Russian President Dmitry Med- 
уедеу and Gazprom head Alexei 
Miller have upset the gas cart. 

On Novy. 20 Kommersant Daily 
reported that Medvedev and Miller 
threatened to charge Ukraine $400 
per 1,000 cubic meters for gas be- 
ginning in January 2009 if Naftohaz 
Ukrainy, the Ukrainian state-owned 
energy company, did not repay an 
alleged $2.4 billion debt to 
Gazprom. 

Two days later, Gazprom spokes- 
man Sergey Kuprianov, appearing 
on the Russian television program 
“Vesti,” warned that Gazprom might 
be forced to cut off gas supplies to 
Ukraine beginning on Jan. 1, 2009; 
“As you perfectly well understand, 
we cannot supply gas without a con- 
tract,” he said. 

The day after Medvedev’s an- 
nouncement, Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko demanded that 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
government pay this debt within five 
days. Yushchenko linked the price 
of gas to the price that Russia pays 
for its lease for keeping the Black 
Sea Fleet in Sevastopol. Yushchenko 
also called for a review of transit 
fees Gazprom pays to transport Rus- 
sian gas to Europe via Ukraine and 
the fees for underground gas stor- 
age facilities in Ukraine. 

Yushchenko did not miss this op- 
portunity once again to mix domes- 
tic politics with the continuing g gas- 
price conflict by accusing his oppo- 
nent, Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, of responsibility for 
the debt (although he was the only 
Ukzainian official to make such an 
accusation). “You are to take per- 
sonal blame for this,” Yushchenko 
angrily stated, adding that the Cabi- 
net of Ministers’ lack of profession- 
alism in gas procurement was lead- 
ing to the “colonization of the state”. 

Tymoshenko, who was visiting 
Sweden, responded to Yushchenko’s 
charges by stating that the alleged 
sum was not a Ukrainian state debt 
to Gazprom but was, in fact, owed 


by the shady Swiss middleman com- 
pany, RosUkrEnergo. 

In what some interpret as an at- 
tack on Yushchenko, Alexei Miller, 
and Dmitry Medvedev, Tymoshen- 
ko added: “I believe that it is neces- 
sary to end corruption in the gas sec- 
tor and not burden the government 
with other questions. I think that our 
government will end corruption in 
the gas sector and will begin to sign 
direct, transparent contracts”. 

‘Soon after Tymoshenko’s rebut- 
tal, Naftohaz Ukrainy issued its own 
statement: “The Company under- 
lines the fact that it has no debt to 
OAO Gazprom and calls on politi- 
cians and experts to stop speculat- 
ing about this question. Naftohaz’s 
debt to RosUkrEnergo for gas used 
in 2008 is $1.267 billion”. 

The Ukrainian weekly Zerkalo 
Tyzhnia, however, reported on Nov. 
22 that sources in Naftohaz said that 
the company’s debt to RUE was in 
the order of $2.25 billion, which in- 
cluded late payment penalties of 
$250 million. 

In late 2007 Naftohaz signed a 
contract for 2008 purchases with 
RosUkrEnergo and not Gazprom- 
export, a subsidiary of Gazprom re- 
sponsible for marketing gas. Ac- 
cording to the scheme, Gazpromex- 
port buys gas from Central Asia and 
resells it to RUE, which sells it to 
Naftohaz on the Russian-Ukrainian 
border. RUE, in turn, is obligated to 
repay Gazpromexport for the gas de- 
livered to Ukraine. The confusion in 
this opaque scheme stems from the 
fact that RUE is 50 percent owned 
by Gazprom. Alexander Medvedev, 
the deputy head of Gazprom and 
head of Gazpromexport, is also a 
member of the RUE coordination 
committee, so Medvedey in fact 
winds up selling and buying to and 
from himself. 

Since coming to power, 
Tymoshenko has been determined to 
cut RUE out of the Central Asian gas 
supply chain and sign normal long- 
term, take or pay contracts directly 
with Gazprom. At her meeting with 
Vladimir Putin in October, an agree- 


Ukraine gets first $4.5 billion 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine re- 
ceived the first payment of $4.5 bil- 
lion from the International Monetary 
Fund as part of its emergency loan 
to support the country’s banking sys- 
tem and currency, Finance Minister 
Viktor Pynzenyk said Nov. 10. 

The loan, worth $16.4 billion, was 
approved the previous week by the 
IMF's executive board as Ukraine 
struggles to maintain its balance of 
payments, hurt by falling prices of 
steel, its main export commodity. 

The disbursed payment allows the 
National Bank of Ukraine to con- 
tinue making robust interventions to 
support the hryvnia, which has been 
facing downward pressure since 
early October. 

“Today Ukraine received the in- 
strument to control the situation,” 
Pynzenyk said at the government’s 
meeting. “We have the opportunity 
to manage exchange rate, we have 
the opportunity to provide for stable 
operation of the banking system.” 

The hryvnia rose slightly against 
the U.S. dollar in trading between 
commercial banks on Nov. 10, 
partly due to ongoing interventions 
from the NBU, dealers said. 

The hryvnia closed at 5.78 to the 
dollar on Noy. 10, compared with 
5.80/доПаг on Nov. 7, while the NBU 

has been making “unlimited” inter- 
ventions, according to the dealers. 


The hryvnia lost 25% of its value 
over the past 1.5 months after 
Ukraine had experienced a major 
slowdown in exports, but the local 
currency had recovered over the pre- 
vious week. 

The hryvnia recovered after the 
NBU, jointly with the biggest com- 
mercial banks, among a number of 
measures had stepped up efforts to 
support the value of the hryvnia. 

The NBU’s forex reserves fell to 
less than $32 billion as of the end of 
last week, down from $38 billion in 
early October, underscoring the 
bank’s efforts to support the hryvnia. 

Ukraine qualified for the $16.4 bil- 
lion loan after approving emergency 
legislation that calls for reforms and 
tightening of budget spending. 

The loan calls for disbursing $4.5 
billion payments every quarter 
within the next two years, provided 
that Ukraine adheres to program of 
economic actions that are incorpo- 
rated in the emergency legislation. 
Ukraine will start repaying the loan 
four years from now. 

Ukraine’s economy has been seen 
as vulnerable for some time, due to 
high inflation, low foreign exchange 
reserves relative to short term for- 
eign debt, heavy reliance by its 
banks on foreign funding, balance 
sheet currency mismatches and a 
fragile fiscal position. 


ment was signed that held out the 
prospect for such a normalization of 
economic relations. The key passage 
of the agreement reads: “The Par- 
ties acknowledge that the efficiency 
of the transition to direct relations 
in gas shipment depends on the 
settlement of the debt to Gazprom 
OJSC for natural gas supplied to 
Ukrainian consumers”. 

It appears that Gazprom and the 
Kremlin, along with the Ukrainian 
“gas lobby,” which is reputed to be 
close to both Viktor Yanukovych, 
the leader of the pro-Russian Party 
of Regions, and to Viktor 
Yushchenko, want to prevent RUE’s 
removal and avoid long-term con- 
tracts, hence the Russian claim that 
the Ukrainian debt is to Gazprom 
and not RUE so until it is settled, 
RUE will remain the middleman. 

Tymoshenko is also aware that 
Yushchenko’s threat to increase 
prices for underground gas storage 
in Ukraine would have a disastrous 
impact, not only on Gazprom and 
RUE, but above all on Naftohaz 
Ukrainy. The current price for stor- 
ing gas in Ukraine is $6.68 for 1,000 
cubic meters. In Germany the cost 
is $82.50. Two-thirds of the gas 
stored in these underground caverns, 
however, belongs to Naftohaz. If the 
Ukrainian government were to raise 
its storage tariff to half the German 
level, the financial impact on the 
state-owned company would be 
crushing. 

As January 2009 rapidly ap- 
proaches, Gazprom’s European cus- 
tomers will be closely monitoring 
developments on the Ukrainian- 
Russian gas front. The January 2006 
cutoff of gas to Ukraine, in which 
RUE played a critical role, had a 
greater impact on European custom- 
ers than on Ukraine. The possibility 
of having a highly suspect scheme, 
allegedly linked to organized crime, 
maintain such a powerful hold on 
gas supplies to Europe should be of 
concern to European leaders. 
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Stelmakh: Hryvnia hit 
by ‘panic’ selling 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Panic is 
sweeping the country as the hryvnia 
faces steep downward pressure, 
Volodymyr Stelmakh, the governor 
of the National Bank of Ukraine, 
said Noy. 25. 

The comment provides a 
glimpse into thinking at the NBU as 
the hryvnia faces its greatest chal- 
lenge in a decade, losing 35% of its 
value over the past two months. 

“Right now the question is in the 
panic,” Stelmakh said in an inter- 
view with Interfax-Ukraine. 

“T am told that lawmakers come 
to a bank and hysterically demand 
to swap their national currency-de- 
nominated deposits into hard cur- 
rency at official exchange rate. How 
can they do that? These people didn’t 
make their money in a coalmine, but 
they do cause the panic.” 

The NBU has been trying over 
the past three days to adjust its offi- 
cial exchange rate closer to market- 
based exchange rates recorded in 
daily trading between commercial 
banks. 

A recent decision by the NBU 
calls for setting the official exchange 
rate, which is used in tax transac- 
tions between exporters and the gov- 
ernment, daily based the interbank 
trading from Nov. 28. 

The hryvnia continued its 
freefall against the U.S. dollar Nov. 
25, losing 5% of its value as the 
NBU has again refused to tap its 
forex reserves for interventions for 
the support of the hryvnia. 

The hryvnia closed at 6.70 
hryvnias to the dollar on Nov. 25, 
compared with 6.50/dollar on Nov. 
24 and 6.35/dollar on Noy. 21y, 
dealers said. 

Later in the day the NBU set its 
official exchange rate at 6.60/dollar 
that will be in effect on Nov. 26, 
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compared with 6.29/dollar on Nov. 
25 and 6.17/dollar on Noy. 24, ac- 
cording to the central bank. 

But the different exchange rates 
quoted the NBU for most of the time 
are irrelevant as it was often impos— 
sible to purchase hard currency on 
the streets of Kyiv whatsoever. 

"І checked a dozen of kiosks to- 
day - all of them told me that they 
had ran out of dollars in the morn- 
ing,” Oleksandr, a 36-year old com- 
puter specialist, said Noy. 25. 

Stelmakh’s comments pointing 
to the panic come as the office of 
President Viktor Yushchenko has 
been busy trying to find out what 
exactly has been causing a major 
demand for hard currency. 

“Our team will analyze the situ- 
ation with demand for hard cur-_ 
rency,’ Oleksandr Shlapak, 
Yushchenko’s deputy chief of staff 
and a former deputy governor at the 
NBU, said adding the research may 
take a day or two. “We must fully 
understand this.” 

Demand for hard currency on the 
internk market exceeded $1 billion 
on Monday, compared with $500 
million supply, the gap that has been 
causing a major downward pressure 
on the hryvnia, according to the 
Yushchenko office. 

The NBU has been spending its 
dollars massively since the end of 
Octc' 7 but the tactic had not pro- - 
duced any tangible result. 

“We're simply easing the pan- 
icky mood,” Stelmakh said in a ref- 
erence to weeks of massive selling 
of dollars since late September. 

Stelmakh also resorted to verbal 
intervention on Nov. 25, citing the 
Big-Mac Index, an universal mea- 
sure of the value of Big Mac at 
McDonald’s restaurants across the 
world. 
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to the point where even seed grain 
for future harvests was confiscated. 
Then, after all that grain was seized 
soldiers began confiscating feed- 
stock and even livestock leaving 
peasants behind leaving them with 
nothing to eat and no place to go to 
tind food. 

That moment, Kulchytsky argues, 
was the moment when genocide oc- 
curred in Ukraine. 

Until Ukraine became indepen- 
dent, the Holodomor remained 
largely unknown, due both to the 
duplicity of Western journalists, in 
particular Walter Duranty of the 
New York Times, who covered up 
the facts and to the USSR’s denial 
of the Famine, which went so far as 
to forbid mere mention of it by the 
survivors. 

Semotiuk concluded that there 

—were several lessons to be learned 
from the Holodomor? 

“Firstly, I suggest, like the Jew- 
ish nation who see Israel as their 
guarantee that another Holocaust 
will never befall them, we as Ukrai- 
nian people should see a free, demo- 
cratic and independent Ukraine as 
our best guarantee that we will never 
see a Holodomor again.” 

“If you bear in mind that the 
Ukrainian nation was targeted be- 
cause it was Ukrainian, the impli- 
cation of that is that (survivor and 
other Ukrainians)... ought to lead 
their lives to be the best Ukrainians 
they can be — to cherish their lan- 
guage, their culture, to be active in 
the community to participate in the 
churches and to support Ukraine,” 
he said as the audience broke into 
spontaneous applause. 

Thirdly, we must all recognize that 
we are all part of a human family. 

“Genocides, whether they be in 
Ukraine, or in Darfur or in Rwanda, 
or in Cambodia, or in China, or in 


Armenia or the Holocaust... all af- 
fect us and are significant tragedies 
for the human family.” 

Speaking on behalf of the govern- 
ment of Alberta, Aboriginal Rela- 
tions Minister and Deputy Govern- 
ment House Leader Gene 
Zwozdesky, author of the historic 
Bill 37, recognizing the Holodomor 
as genocide and unanimously 
passed in one sitting by the Alberta 
Legislature, Oct. 30, said the world 
is finally awakening to the tragedy. 

“Finally, national provincial and 
international government are recog- 
nizing the genocide against innocent 
Ukrainians. Finally journalists are 
further describing the essence of our 
bitter history during the Soviet oc- 
cupation of Ukraine, finally the 
deafening echo of 10 million dead 
reaches the ears of the international 
community and only now begins to 
come out of their mouths. Finally 
historians, world congresses and the 
most educated people are correcting 
their writings articles and history 
books about the history to properly 
present that black, dark cloud of the 
Holodomor of the past century,” he 
said, speaking in Ukrainian. 

“It’s a time of great passion for 
people of Ukrainian background and 
for anyone and everyone who is a 
humanitarian with even an ounce of 
compassion in their souls. It’s a time 
when we commemorate the 75" an- 
niversary of one of the greatest 
genocides, the largest genocides, the 
most inhumane genocides of memo- 
rable times,” Zwozdesky added in 
English. 

Speaking for the New Democrat 
opposition, Edmonton Strathcona 
MLA Rachel Notley noted that 
people in the Prairie Provinces have 
been profoundly shaped for the bet- 
ter by the large number of immi- 
grants from Ukraine and their de- 
scendants. 
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“For us Holodomor is not a dis- 
tant historical event in a distant 
country; it directly touches the lives 
of many Albertans and must always 
be remembered by all Albertans,” 
she said. 

“In a century filled with war and 
genocide, Holodomor stands as a 
tragic lesson in the abuse of power. 
It is important that we take time to 
remember the suffering and loss of 
life. It serves as a strong message to 
all of us of the necessity to work 
together for a world determined by 
human rights and respect for the dig- 
nity of all persons,” Notley added. 

Speaking on behalf of the City, 
Edmonton Mayor Stephen Mandel 
stressed the importance of making 
young people aware of such historic 
tragedies. 

“We can *tlegislate morality. And 
even though you pass something 
that says you can’t do something, 
unless society says you can’t do it, 
it can happen time and time again. 
So I really believe that we need to 
be diligent in commemorating (such 
events),” he said. 

Co-Masters of Ceremonies 
Juliana Masiuk and Mykola Bilash 
focused on three individuals who 
brought jthe truth about the 
Holodomor to the world. 

One of them was Gareth Jones, a 
young Welsh journalist, who trav- 
elled to Ukraine in 1931 and 1933 
and documented in the press what 
he had seen} 

“The famine began to make inter- 
national headlines. This did not sit 
well with Moscow. Jones was placed 
on the watch list of the Soviet se- 
cret police. Several Western corre- 
spondents who parroted the Soviet 
line of ‘agrarian reform’ challenged 
and disparaged Jones, most notori- 
ously William Duranty of the New 
York Times,” said Masiuk 

Another was Malcolm 
Muggeridge, a correspondent in 
Moscow for the Manchester Guard- 
ian. He also managed to observe the 
famine regions. 

“Muggeridge spoke of the ghast- 
liness he had seen and condemned 
Western attitudes: ‘It’s an everlast- 
ing mystery to me how, one after 
another, the intelligentsia of the 
Western world felt such enormous 
sympathy for the authoritarian So- 
viet regime and refused to believe 
any serious attack on it.’ 

“Muggeridge’s reports were also 
censured and scorned. After their 
publication, he could not get a job,” 
said Bilash 

The individual whose scholarly 
research gave the world the first 
detailed documentation of the 
Holodomor was American historian 
Dr. James Mace. Dr. Mace called the 
Holodomor “the crime of the cen- 
tury that nobody’s ever heard of,” 
and described the Ukrainian nation 
as a “post-genocidal society.” 

“Because of his strong views, Dr. 
Mace was barred from an academic 
career in the United States. He re- 
settled in Ukraine, where he contin- 
ued his writings, his last article be- 
ing “Ukrainianizing Ukraine.” Six 
days later, on May 3 2004, Dr. Mace 
died in Kyiv at the young age of 52.” 
said Masiuk. 

“We owe it to those (Holodomor) 
victims to make sure that the truth 
of this tragedy prevails. In our 
endeavours, these heroic young men 
who stood up for the truth — Gareth 
Jones, Malcolm Muggeridge, and 
Dr. James Mace — are excellent role 
models. In addition, we must always 
remember their sacrifices,” she 
added. 

During the Memorial Service, 


the Ecumenical Patriarch of the Or- 
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Edmonton commemorates the Holodomor 
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Above: Youth lay flowers at the City Hall monument. Below: Summambers 
hold candles at the memorial Service. 


thodox Church in Constantinople 
who stated: 

“The overwhelming majority of 
the destroyed, imprisoned or exiled 
people were Ukrainians who were 
nationally conscious or good man- 
agers. The inspirers, organizers, 
managers and chief executors of the 
extermination of the Ukrainians 
were people who can be described 
with the words of Jesus Christ: “You 
belong to your father, the devil...He 
was a murderer from the begin- 
ning...” (Jn. 8:44) 

“Three holodomors, repressions, 
and war should have become for 
you, the Ukrainian nation, a stimu- 
lus to spiritual purification, moral 
improvement, return to your forefa- 
thers’ Christian tradition with its 
own Church and internal Christian 
spirituality and not an imported ex- 
ternal, formal Christianity verging 
on the worship of ritual. And our 
visit to Kyiv for the celebration of 
the 1020th anniversary of the Bap- 
tism of Rus-Ukraine showed us the 
real sons and daughters of the Ukrai- 
nian Church, who pray to God and 
not to man, even if he holds a high 
post. We saw that even the terrors 
of the 20th century did not break the 
backbone of the nation, did not make 
the Ukrainian a slave and obedient 
executer of other people’s inten- 
tions,” noted the world head of the 
Orthodox Church. 

“Tt is your duty to the memo: of 
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your great grandparents, grandpar- 
ents and parents, for there was no 
tragedy in human history when more 
representatives of a single nation 
were destroyed in one peaceful year 
than during the several years of a 
war. And no matter what anyone 
says or if they try to belittle the evil, 
this is the clear sign of genocide,” 
he added. 

Bishop David gave a speech in 
which he stressed the need to edu- 
cate ourselves about the Holodomor 
and pray for the victims. 

He also talked about the need to 
look outside our community and 
reach out to people who need help, 
especially the poor. 

Following the program, partici- 
pants gathered at the monument to 
victims of the Holodomor in front 
of City Hall to lay wreaths. 

Speaking at that ceremony, 
Edmonton Centre MP Laurie Hawn 
said we have to recognize the 
Holodomor for what it was and 
never let it happen again. 

“There’s much good in the hearts 
of man. There is also much evil in 
the hearts of men. We as men and 
women of good faith and good hearts 
can never let those men and women 
who may not be of good faith and 
may have evil in their hearts triumph 
no matter what. We can never let 
things like the Holodomor happen 
again we have to fight it every day of 
our lives,” he said. 


